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The fundamental concept in social science is Power in the same sense  

in which Energy is the fundamental concept in physics 

 
Bertrand Russel 

 

 
The most important feature of every international system is the distribution of power 

 

 Raymond Aron
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1 PREFACE 

We present to you the second, ex-
panded edition of the report National 
power rankings of countries in the Open 
Access format. The report constitutes an 
attempt to respond to the great institu-
tional and social demand in the field of 
empirical studies of international rela-
tions, including the use of powermetric 
methods. The circulating popular views of 
"return of geopolitics", "changes in the in-
ternational distribution of power", "the 
shift of the centre of power from the West 
to the East", "twilight of the West" still re-
quire scientific verification. Research ma-
terial based on the synthetic powermetric 
indicators allows for analysing changes in 
the distribution of power between states 
as the main actors of international rela-
tions. The basic term used in the Report is 
"power"; its equivalent in French is "puis-
sance", in German "Macht" and in Russian 
"мощь". 

The international distribution of 
power, which is the most important fea-
ture of any international system, consti-
tutes a product of a long historical pro-
cess, characterized by high inertia, which 
means that it cannot be changed in a 
short time. However, there are periods of 
acceleration on the timeline, as exempli-
fied by the period after the Cold War. 
These periods are characterized by high 
dynamics resulting in new geopolitical 
contradictions, i.e. contradictions be-
tween interests or traditional spheres of 
influence and the possibilities of 

maintaining them. This, in turn, leads to 
exacerbation of tensions in relations be-
tween states. 

The report is addressed to all inter-
ested persons and institutions, in particu-
lar to politicians, government officials and 
entrepreneurs with the hope that it will 
prove helpful in the decision-making pro-
cess. We also want to interest analysts and 
specialists in various fields and scientific 
disciplines with the results of our re-
search. We are looking forward to an in-
terdisciplinary debate on changes in the 
international distribution of power and 
their economic, social and political conse-
quences. 

We would like to note that similar re-
ports are prepared in large research teams 
with significant organizational and budg-
etary capabilities. The results of our work 
were achieved thanks to the effort of just 
few persons. Although we have tried to 
develop it as solidly as possible, we do not 
rule out various defects or even errors, 
which is why we ask readers for under-
standing as well as any comments - in-
cluding very critical - of a substantive, 
methodological, technical or aesthetic na-
ture. We are already thinking about the 
third edition, which is such comments 
would be very useful to us. 

 
 

Łukasz Kiczma 
Mirosław Sułek
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2 INTRODUCTION 

 
The power of states, its estimates and 

measurement has always been the subject 
of interest of leaders, rulers and politi-
cians who have needed relatively objec-
tive decision-making parameters. Initially 
philosophers, and later specialized re-
searchers, have been trying to meet these 
expectations. 

The power of international relations 
actors is measured by the subdiscipline of 
geopolitics – powermetrics, which as an 
applied science, is dealing with measur-
ing, estimating and assessing the power of 
participants of social life, especially states, 
as well as modelling, simulating and fore-
casting their relations in the global, re-
gional and local dimensions. 

However, it was only after World War 
II, due to the division of the world into 
hostile camps, when relevant research be-
gan to develop rapidly. This was sup-
ported primarily by the dynamic develop-
ment of other scientific disciplines such as 
economics, econometrics, game theory, 
cybernetics and computer science. 

After the Cold War, the powermetric 
research intensified. The simplicity and 
stability of the bipolar system disap-
peared, the formation of a new interna-
tional order has begun, whose main fea-
ture was growing instability. Conse-
quently, additional interest arose in the 
studies on the international distribution 
of power, this time not only among rulers, 
politicians and commanders, but also 
among the society which, thanks to the 
Internet, is able to follow developments, 
exchange views and assessments of the in-
ternational distribution of power on an 
ongoing basis. Against this background, 
geopolitics has also been reactivated as 
one of the ways to practice the interna-
tional relations science. 

Many models and concepts in the 
field of measuring the power of states 
have been developed. In the Report, we 
used a uniform methodology based on 
measuring the power of states according 
to the formal model of the University of 
Warsaw professor - Mirosław Sułek. This 
method, hereinafter referred to as the 
Sułek model, is based on measuring three 
types of state power: economic, military 
and geopolitical. 

The Report presents changes in the 
international distribution of power after 
the Cold War and covers the years 1992-
2018, i.e. from the end of the Cold War till 
the year for which the latest statistical 
data is available. We have prepared it to 
better understand the changes taking 
place in the international system - cur-
rently and in the future. This in turn 
should lead to the construction of more 
excelled strategies in the field of states’ se-
curity and development. 

The subject of focus of this Report is 
the international distribution of power un-
derstood as a distribution of power be-
tween states. This means that in our study 
we omit all non-state actors. We present 
the international distribution of power 
synthetically, thanks to the formula which 
in our opinion is easy to understand and 
apply also for non-specialists. We derive 
from the well-known thesis of Raymond 
Aron stating that the most important fea-
ture of every international system is the 
distribution of power. 

The Report does not refer to hard 
power, soft power, smart power, sticky 
power or sharp power. Such division, be-
coming more and more advanced, leads to 
the loss of capacity for operationalization. 
We do not include nuclear weapons in our 
military power calculations. We also omit 
non-state actors, as aforementioned. 
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3 SUMMARY 

 
The Report presents changes in the in-

ternational distribution of power after the 
Cold War, i.e. in years 1992-2018. To this 
end, we used a special methodology that 
allows for estimating three types of state 
power: economic power, military power 
(being part of economic power), and geo-
political power (being the resultant of eco-
nomic power and military power). 
 In line with the above mentioned dis-

tinction, in 1992 there was a clear uni-
polar system in all respects personified 
by the United States. 

 In 2018, the situation changed radi-
cally, as the bipolar system (USA - 
China) has emerged in terms of eco-
nomic power, remaining unipolar in 
terms of military power. Taking geo-
political power as a criterion, an "un-
balanced" bipolar system, where a US 
predominance emerged. 
 
We present the militarization of states 

in three forms, as: economic militariza-
tion, expressed by the participation of mil-
itary power in economic power; GDP mili-
tarization (expressed as the share of mili-
tary expenditure in GDP) and demo-
graphic militarization (expressed as the 
share of the number of active duty soldiers 
in the whole population), with appropriate 
exponents - according to the model. 

In 1992, the most militarized countries 
in economic terms included: Kuwait, Vi-
etnam, Mongolia, Jordan, Oman, Bulgaria, 
Armenia, Turkmenistan, the United Arab 
Emirates, and the Russian Federation. In 
2018, the order of countries according to 
the above criterion changed significantly. 
The most militarized countries in general 

 
1 We refer to the theory of Ch. F. Doran. See. 

e.g. Ch. F. Doran, Systems in Crisis. New Impera-
tives of High Politics at Century’s End, Cambridge 
University Press 1991; Ch. F. Doran, ‘Economics, 

were: Oman, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, 
Israel, Armenia, Iraq, Jordan, Iran, Algeria, 
and Lebanon. It can be seen that the level 
of militarization has increased mainly in 
the Middle East. 

In terms of GDP militarization, in 1992 
the leaders were: Kuwait, Mongolia, Vi-
etnam, Turkmenistan, Bulgaria, Oman, 
Mozambique, Armenia, Jordan, Tajikistan 
and Saudi Arabia. In 2018, the list of coun-
tries was similar, including: Oman, Af-
ghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Algeria, Is-
rael, Kuwait, Iran, Mali, and Armenia. 

The ranking of countries In terms of 
demographic militarization was different. 
In 1992, the top ranks were occupied by: Is-
rael, Syria, United Arab Emirates, Jordan, 
Croatia, Iraq, Taiwan, Russia, Libya and 
Oman; and in 2018 by: North Korea, Israel, 
South Sudan, Brunei, Armenia, Greece, 
Singapore, Cyprus, South Korea, and Sri 
Lanka. 

We also displayed power cycles for the 
first 30 countries in terms of economic 
power in years 1961-2018.1 This period, de-
spite being relatively short, allows for ob-
serving the trends, which in turn facilitates 
forecasting. The presented charts make us 
aware that the course of the cycles is very 
diverse. Let's look at one example. Chart 1 
(items 1-5) shows, for example, that the 
power of China in the years 1961-1978 was 
experiencing a slight downward trend, 
while in the years 1979-1993 its level of 
power remained unchanged, and only after 
the end of the Cold War turned into a rapid 
upward trend. This means that the infa-
mous Deng Xiaoping reforms of the late 
1970s did not bring any noticeable change 
in terms of power. The power of the US was 

Philosophy of History and the << Single Dynamics 
>> of Power’, International Political Science Review, 
2003, vol. 24, No. 1. 
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fluctuating, but was showing a downward 
trend throughout the period. Japan under-
went a model cycle of strength: in the years 
1961-1988 - rapid growth; in the years 1989–
1995 - stabilization; and since 1995 - a 
strong decline. India was showing a down-
ward trend until around 1993, followed by 
a slight upward trend. The cycle of 
strength for Brazil was swinging, but 
throughout the entire period the trend was 
slightly upward, with a distinctive acceler-
ation in the years 2003-2011, which gave 
grounds for indicating Brazil as the future 
great power. However, since 2011, the 
downward trend started again. 

According to the adopted power crite-
ria, both in 1992 and 2018 there was no "su-
perpower" in terms of economic power. 
The United States maintained the position 
of a "superpower" in the field of military 
and geopolitical power. In 1992, China had 
the status of "regional power" in all catego-
ries of power, but in 2018 it achieved the 
status of "world power" in terms of eco-
nomic power (ahead of the United States 
for the second time in a row)) and "great 
power" in terms of military and geopoliti-
cal power. 

Very interesting are the results show-
ing the biggest winners and losers in 
terms of economic power, which is the 
most objective measure, because in the 
short term it does not depend on the de-
cisions of politicians, as opposed to mili-
tary and indirectly - geopolitical power. 
Therefore, the warfare for power is a zero-
sum game, if someone wins, someone has 
to lose. The group of the biggest winners 
in terms of economic power included, 
among others: China, Vietnam, United 
Arab Emirates, India, Ethiopia, Nigeria, 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, Romania, and 
Oman. The biggest losers in terms of 

economic power included: Japan, Libya, 
Italy, Ukraine, Greece, Germany, France, 
Sweden, Portugal and Belgium. 

In terms of regional system, the big-
gest winners included: South Asia and 
Sub-Saharan Africa. The only losers are 
Europe and Central Asia as well as North 
America (to a little extent). 

A comparison of the dynamics of 
power between the EU, the US and China 
on the basis of economic power in the 
years 1961-2018 shows that in 2018 these 
three actors became equal. In the EU’s 
power cycle, considered taking into ac-
count its enlargement, two phases may be 
distinguished - the first was an upward 
trend in the years 1961–2009, while since 
2009 we were observing a clear downward 
trend. If the EU were considered as a sep-
arate single power, the resulting balance 
of power could definitely be described as 
three-pole. 

In the distribution of power between 
the East and the West, understood in ac-
cordance with the adopted definitions, we 
may observe two different trends. The 
first, declining one characterizes the 
West; the second, upward one, character-
izes the East. In 1961, the West had a huge 
advantage, in 2011 there was a balance of 
power. From that moment, the following 
trends continued: for the West - a slight 
downward trend; for the East - a slight up-
ward trend. 

It should be remembered that the 
most reliable comparisons of changes in 
the international distribution of power 
over longer periods should be based on 
economic power. In current policy, mili-
tary power comes to the fore and, as a 
consequence - also geopolitical power. 
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1 METHODOLOGY 

 
The power of the state or other orga-

nized social groups constitutes the most 
important property of human action, and 
its logic remains unchanged throughout 
history - only tools (technology) and envi-
ronmental conditions change. The sci-
ence of human action (praxeology) is of a 
priori-deductive, not empirical-inductive 
character.2 

People as particles of a social organ-
ism are born, live and operate in a com-
petitive environment, i.e. in a world of 
limited resources (the so-called scarcity of 
goods), in which they primarily want to 
survive and then develop. To this end, they 
create social systems of action. There are 
only two ways to deal with the scarcity of 
goods: the first is voluntary cooperation, 
the second is warfare. Cooperation is a 
positive sum game (all parties involved 
benefit from it); warfare is a negative sum 
game (all parties involved suffer losses). 
In real life, there is neither pure coopera-
tion nor pure warfare. There always oc-
curs a mix of them (hence, for example, 
relations between states may be friendly, 
correct, tense, and hostile). In the course 
of their activity, people must make deci-
sions regarding the directions and pro-
portions (intensity) of cooperation/war-
fare. This type of action is called rivalry 
(which is a zero-sum game). Survival and 
development in the conditions of scarcity 
of goods necessitate striving to maximize 
their abilities (wealth, power, strength, 
glory, fame, prestige, recognition, author-
ity). This aspiration is synthesized in the 
concept of power expressed by Bertrand 
Russell, who wrote „The fundamental 

 
2 See: L. von Mises, Human Action. A Treatise 

on Economics, Ludwig von Mises Institute, Au-
burn, Alabama 1998, pp. 30-36. It is worth empha-
sizing that there are attempts to create a com-
pletely a priori theory of international relations; 

concept in social science is Power in the 
same sense in which Energy is the funda-
mental concept in physics ".3 

So we have three types of human ac-
tivities: cooperation, warfare and rivalry. 

Cooperation, as a positive sum game, 
means that all parties involved benefit 
from it. From the state perspective, the 
market economy is its clear example. Co-
operation between enterprises and clients 
as well as cooperation between enter-
prises themselves brings benefits to entre-
preneurs and clients. The theory of coop-
eration is economics (it may be called the 
economics of cooperation or civil eco-
nomics). Cooperation is based on trust 
and truth, and therefore on the infor-
mation. It is characterized by the ethics of 
cooperation, i.e. economic ethics, under-
stood as the ethics of calculation as well 
as the ethics of reason and prudence, and 
is accompanied by economic aesthetics, 
focused on creating order and harmony in 
the economic system. 

Warfare (as a negative sum game) 
means that all parties involved in it suffer 
losses. Warfare understood in this way 
can be fought in various fields. From the 
point of view of the state, the best exam-
ple is the armed warfare, i.e. the warfare 
for life and death. In the fight, the key is 
victory, i.e. either destroying the oppo-
nent or inflicting such heavy losses that 
he no longer poses any threat. The theory 
of warfare is the art of war (it can also be 
called warfare economics, or simply mili-
tary economics). The art of war is based 
on deception, trickery, surprise, and mis-
information. It is accompanied by military 

See e.g.: M. R. Crovelli, Toward an A Priori Theory 
of International Relations (http://www.mises.org – 
accessed on 4/05/2020). 

3 B. Russell, Power. A New Social Analysis, 
Routledge, London and New York 1996, p. 4. 
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ethics, which protects the unity of com-
mand and action, and the fighting spirit. 
It is supported by military aesthetics, 
which is manifested not only in the ele-
gance of uniforms and drill, but also in 
warfare operations. 

Rivalry (as a zero-sum game) means 
that the benefit of one side entails the loss 
of the other with identical value. This is 
the nature of striving for power - on the 
scale of society or even the world there is 
always 100% of the target asset, and indi-
vidual units organized in various social 
groups are struggling for the largest pos-
sible share. This may be clearly seen in the 
international arena - individual countries 
are striving for the greatest power, i.e. the 
largest share in the power of the world as 

a whole. One can't share power here, the 
interests of the parties are completely op-
posite. The theory of rivalry is geopolitics. 
Since the rivalry is stretched between co-
operation and warfare, it is based on du-
plicity, which is manifested primarily in 
propaganda. Depending on the degree of 
tension between rivals, propaganda is di-
rected more toward truth or more toward 
deception. All this is in line with the eth-
ics of rivalry (ethics of politics), supported 
by the aesthetics of rivalry. Rivalry is a key 
issue in social life - cooperation and war-
fare subsystems are subordinated to it. In 
other words, the logic of rivalry, i.e. the 
pursuit of maximization of power, is the 
dominant logic of social life. 

 
 

The logic of rivalry, i.e. the pursuit of maximization of power,  
is the dominant logic of social life. 

 
 
Cooperation and warfare belong to 

the real sphere; rivalry belongs to the 
sphere of regulation. In the real sphere, 
mainly matter and energy are processed, 
while in the sphere of regulation - mainly 
information. Processing of information in 
the rivalry department is aimed at reach-
ing decisions as to the scope, directions 
and intensity of cooperation – warfare. 
Three branches of praxeology correspond 
to three types of human activities.4 Their 
characteristics are presented in table 1. 

Following Raymond Aron's advice, we 
define the power of states (political units) 
as the ability to act - create or destroy.5 
The ability to act is called by us economic 
power, the ability to create - civil power, 
while the ability to destroy - military 
power. Political leadership has at its dis-
posal both powers - their resultant (and 
not their sum) creates geopolitical power. 
These three types of power constitute a 
reflection of the three subsystems of hu-
man action. 

 
 

  

 
4 See more: M. Sułek, ‘Praxiology: A New Ap-

proach’, (in:) Wojciech Gasparski (ed.), Praxiol-
ogy: The International Annual of Practical Philoso-
phy and Methodology, Volume 25, Routledge, New 
York and London 2018, pp. 152-161. 

5 R. Aron, Peace and War. A Theory of Inter-
national Relations, Transaction Publishers, New 
Brunswick (U.S.A.) and London (U.K.) 2003, p. 47. 
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Table 1. Cooperation, warfare and rivalry in the system of social action 

REAL SPHERE SPHERE OF REGULA-
TION 

COOPERATION WARFARE RIVALRY 
Logic of cooperation 

Theory of cooperation 
Economy 

Positive sum game 
Ethics of cooperation 
Aesthetics of coopera-

tion 

Logic of warfare 
Theory of warfare 

The art of war 
Negative-sum game 

Ethics of warfare 
Aesthetics of warfare 

Logic of rivalry 
Theory of rivalry 

Geopolitics 
Zero-sum game 
Ethics of rivalry 

Aesthetics of rivalry 

CIVIL POWER MILITARY POWER GEOPOLITICAL POWER 
ECONOMIC POWER 

Source: This is a slight extension of the model contained in: M. Sułek, Praxiology. A New Approach…, op. cit., 
p. 154. 

 
The three types of activities listed 

above form a unified social system of ac-
tion, consisting of the real sphere and the 
sphere of regulation. This is visible in 
every social group, especially within the 

state where we have a clearly defined sub-
system of cooperation (economy); subsys-
tem of warfare (armed forces) and subsys-
tem of regulation (state authority).  

 
A major weakness of all attempts to 

measure the power category of political 
units was the omission of the dimensional 
analysis. As a result, it was not known 
what exactly was measured. The measure-
ment requires knowledge of the dimen-
sions of the measured quantities. Without 
this, the simplest operations of addition 
or subtraction cannot be done in natural 
sciences. Kilograms are added to kilo-
grams, seconds to seconds, watts to watts. 
There is no similar clarity in social sci-
ence. Nevertheless, some form of dimen-
sional analysis is needed in order to disci-
pline the research and reasoning process. 

Economics have extensive experience 
in dimensional analysis. They use two 
basic dimensions: the stock dimension 
and the flow dimension. The stock dimen-
sion refers to all resources which are avail-
able at a given time (e.g. national property 
or potential of the armed forces on the 
day T). This dimension can be called po-
tential (in terms of potential energy). The 

second dimension, the flow one, refers to 
resources flowing in time. In relation to 
political units, such flows may be, for ex-
ample, gross domestic product generated 
during the year or the volume of cargo 
transported per unit of time. A specific 
flow is the power of a political unit which 
is a flow of energy over time. In turn, car-
rying out permitted operations involving 
stocks and flows leads to many derivative 
dimensions. Dimensional analysis could 
further explain the terms used frequently 
in political or military texts: power, 
strength, capabilities, geopolitical poten-
tial, warfare potential, etc. 

The issue of units of measurement is 
related to measurement and dimensions. 
Natural sciences can be a reference here, 
as in social sciences this topic is largely ig-
nored (except for economics). In the re-
port, we use units of power measurement 
expressed in terms of might, derived from 
the basic unit - we assumed that it will be 
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1 mir as an expression of the world power.6 
The above implies that the power of indi-
vidual states is a fraction of this magni-
tude. For the sake of clarity of the pre-
sented results, the fractions obtained 
(decimal values) may be multiplied by any 
number. If we multiply them by 100, we 
get the results in percent of the power of 
the world (then the power of the world = 
100). In our case, it will be more conven-
ient to multiply them by 1000 (then the 
power of the world = 1000), which means 
that we will express it in millimirs (abbre-
viation - mM), i.e. thousandths of the 
power of the world. In the case of small 
and very small countries, it may be con-
venient to express their power in micro-
mirs (abbreviation -μM), i.e. millionths of 
the power of the world (then the power of 
the world = 1,000,000). We refer all three 
types of power to the world as a whole, 
which means that each of these powers 
has the value of = 1 (100, 1000). 

In "normal" situations, there is a fairly 
close connection between potential and 
power. In situations of "geopolitical 
shocks" or "collisions of tectonic plates", 
there may occur quite a large discrepancy. 
A modern example is Russia. After the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, it entered a long 
period of social, economic and political 
crisis. As a result, its power deteriorated 
considerably. However, its potential de-
creased to a much lesser extent (in the 
form of accumulated weapons or the pro-
duction apparatus). It is the power that is 
mainly used every day. Power is what is 
real, functioning and current and the po-
tential is what is possible, hidden, future. 
The competitive nature of the interna-
tional environment means that political 
units strive to maximize their power. In 
this regard, foreign policy as such is al-
ways power politics. And this is not about 
maximizing military power, but about the 
greatest possible "weight" of a state in in-
ternational relations. 

 
We based the results of the calcula-

tions on the Sułek model, which - accord-
ing to the author's assurances - has the a 
priori-deductive, not empirically-induc-
tive character. In our opinion, it is easy to 
understand and to use, also for non-spe-
cialists. It is based on the necessary and 
sufficient number of permanent factors in 
the course of history, inextricably linked 
to the existence and functioning of hu-
man groups, including political units. The 
author of the model recognized such fac-
tors as: people operating in a specific 
space and at a specific time, representing 
specific organizational and production 
skills, or the ability to act collectively, and 
thus to the social processing of materials, 
energy and information. Because of this, 
people actions have specific results. From 

 
6 We adopted the name "mir" from the Rus-

sian word "мир", meaning "world". 

the political unit's point of view, GDP 
(Gross Domestic Product) can be consid-
ered a good synthetic result. Other possi-
ble measures may be considered, such as 
GNP (Gross National Product), but this is 
not relevant at this stage of consideration. 
It cannot be ruled out that a better indi-
cator will appear in the future which 
would be more suited to measuring hu-
man effects. Thus, the variables that we 
will consider are: people, space, time and 
results of people’s collective actions. 

This model allows for calculating 
three types of state power: economic 
power, military power and geopolitical 
power as a resultant of the previous two. 
Economic power consists of economic re-
sults (gross domestic product)), demo-
graphic factors (population) and spatial 
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factors (area). Military power consists of 
military and economic factors (military 
expenditure, which constitutes a part of 
GDP), demographic and military factors 
(number of active duty soldiers) and spa-
tial factors (area). Geopolitical power is 
the resultant of economic power and mil-
itary power - it is calculated as the arith-
metic average of economic power and 
doubled military power (we have appreci-
ated the role of the military factor in shap-
ing current distribution of power). 

The presented methodology has its 
sources in the theory of international re-
lations and geopolitics. It draws on the 

achievements of economics, art of war, cy-
bernetics and praxeology as well. The for-
mula used is based on dimensional analy-
sis neglected in previous approaches and 
relies solely on fixed factors absolutely 
necessary for the completeness of the de-
scription.7 A sine qua non condition for 
the functioning of each state, as a basic 
political unit, are people operating in a 
given space at a given time, representing 
specific organizational and production 
skills or the capacity for collective actions. 
This means the ability to process materi-
als, energy and information.   

 
 
The Sułek model expresses three 

types of power: economic, military and 
geopolitical (see the box). Let’s remind - 
economic power reflects the ability to act; 
civil power - the ability to create; military 
power – the ability to destroy; geopolitical 
power - the ability to control the environ-
ment (depending on the international sit-
uation - relying more on peaceful means 
or more on coercion). We show the civil 
power indirectly, through the level of mil-
itarization - high military power arises at 
the expense of civil power and vice versa.8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 See more: M. Sułek, Measurement of na-

tional power – a powermetric model, Przegląd Ge-
opolityczny 2020, vol. 32, pp. 35-57 (https://prze-
glad.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/XXXII-02-
Sulek.pdf).  A broad review of approaches and 
models for calculating the power of states is par-
ticularly included in the following works: M. 
Sułek, Potęga państw. Modele i zastosowania (The 
Power of Nations. Models and Applications), Ram-
bler Publishing House, Warsaw 2013; K. Höhn, 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Symbols:  
EP – economic power,  
MP – military power,  
GP – geopolitical power,  
GDP – Gross Domestic Product, 
L – population,  
a – area,  
MEX – military expenditures,  
S – active service soldiers  

 
Let’s note that while the population 

(L) is a quantitative indicator, the volume 
of GDP (more precisely GDP per capita) is 

Geopolitics and the Measurement of National 
Power, PhD dissertation, Universität Hamburg, 
Hamburg 2011. 

8 For those interested, we recommend the fol-
lowing calculation technique: we divide all col-
lected data by appropriate global quantities, and 
enter the obtained fractional quantities into the 
formula. After completing the operation, we will 
receive the power of states as a fraction of world 
power. 
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a qualitative indicator of human re-
sources. This reasoning is summarized in 
the main formula. 

It must be admitted that GDP as the 
indicator of the capacity for collective ac-
tion has been widely criticized for several 
decades. So far, however, we do not have 
an indicator that could replace it. The 
same applies to military expenditure 
(MEX), whose share in the aggregate indi-
cator of the capacity for collective action 
was adopted as a measure of society's de-
fence (military) effort. 

We assume that all three types of 
power have a power dimension in the 

physical sense ( ). Power in this 
sense is an energy flow and means the 
amount of work done per unit of time. 
The formula also allows for calculating 
the power in terms of potential energy, 
treated as the size of the stock at a given 
moment of time, but this is a more diffi-
cult and laborious issue. All these types of 

power, of course, have the same dimen-
sion, but different character. 

Economic power, as well as the distri-
bution of power created on its basis, is the 
result of a long process of historical devel-
opment and in the time of peace it cannot 
be quickly increased by the decisions of 
politicians. In this sense it has an objective 
character. Situation is different in the case 
of military power, which is subjective be-
cause it depends directly on political deci-
sions. Geopolitical power holds an indi-
rect position, although political decisions 
also have a large impact on its size. 

Awareness of these differences is of 
great importance when assessing interna-
tional relations in terms of power rela-
tions. In the long run, economic power is 
decisive, which is why it is the main sub-
ject of power rivalry. In the short-term as-
sessment, especially in the context of 
armed conflict, priority is given to mili-
tary power and, to a slightly lesser extent, 
to geopolitical power.  

 
 
There are three types of militariza-

tion: economic militarization, GDP mili-
tarization and demographic militariza-
tion. Indicators of militarization are di-
mensionless quantities. Indicator of eco-
nomic militarization is the ratio of mili-
tary power to economic power, namely:  

 

 

 
It can also be interpreted as an indica-

tor of mobilization, as it shows how much 
resources were allocated (mobilized) for 
military (defence) purposes, as well as an 
indicator of defence readiness. It is the 
quotient of two indicators, as illustrated 
by the following formula:  
 

 

 

 
 
After simplification, the formula will 

take the form: 
 

 

 
We can see that the economic milita-

rization index is the product of two partial 
indicators. The first indicator ( ) ex-
presses the GDP militarization, while the 
second indicator ( ) expresses demo-
graphic militarization, as demonstrated 
by the following formulas: 
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The above indicators constitute im-

portant means of describing the defence 
policy of states. We can distinguish two 

extreme cases here. The first, when the 
GDP militarization index is high, and the 
demographic militarization rate is low 
and the second, reverse one. In addition, 
there are numerous intermediate situa-
tions. These indicators inform us about 
the type of military strategy of states and 
the will to implement it. 

 

 
 
The key to describing geopolitical ri-

valry as a zero-sum game is to understand 
absolute and relative increases/decreases. 
Typical absolute increases include, for ex-
ample, population growth (expressed in 
thousands or millions of people), growth 
of GDP or military expenditure (in mil-
lions or billions of zlotys, dollars etc.). 
However, for example the high rate of 
GDP growth as a synthetic indicator of 
performance of the economic system does 
not guarantee power growth; it all 

depends on what is happening in the en-
tire world system. When the rest of the 
world develops even faster, then the 
power of the country falls, not increases. 
It can also be the opposite - a country's 
GDP may fall, yet its power will grow 
when the GDP of other countries de-
creases even more. As a result of the com-
bination of increases and decreases in ab-
solute and relative terms, we get 4 possi-
ble situations. This is illustrated in table 2. 

 

 
Table 2. Systematics of increase and decrease in absolute and relative terms 

 
 Relative increase Relative decrease 

Absolute increase 
(1) Absolute increase  

– relative increase 
(2) Absolute increase  

– relative decrease 

Absolute decrease 
(3) Absolute decrease  

– relative increase 
(4) Absolute decrease  

– relative decrease 
 

 
From the point of view of interna-

tional rivalry, two situations are favoura-
ble - (1) and (3); the other two are unfa-
vourable. From the observer's point of 
view, in situation (2) absolute increase is 
difficult to reconcile with relative de-
crease; in situation (4) an easily noticea-
ble absolute decrease meets more difficult 

to notice relative increase. Absolute and 
relative changes often carry contradictory 
information, which confuses politicians 
and researchers. It should be remembered 
that from the point of view of warfare for 
power, i.e. from the perspective of geopol-
itics, only relative increases/decreases are 
important. 
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Statistical data used in the Report 

come from several sources. We tried to 
limit their number to the necessary mini-
mum. Data regarding population, GDP 
according to the exchange rate and area of 
the countries come firstly from the World 
Bank (WB) database. The exception con-
stitutes the data for Taiwan, where the 
data regarding GDP according to the ex-
change rate come from the database of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
while the data on the population and area 
from the database of the United Nations 
(UN). 

Data on the number of soldiers in ac-
tive service and military expenditure in 
US dollars were taken from “The Military 
Balance” yearbook by the London Inter-
national Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS). 

Missing data from the above sources 
were supplemented by data from the fol-
lowing sources according to the 

hierarchy: International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI) and the American 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

The catalogue of examined countries 
includes 193 UN member states, as well as: 
Taiwan, which until 1971 represented 
China in the UN together with Kosovo as 
a protectorate administered by the UN 
and at the same time a state partially rec-
ognized internationally as a result of the 
breakup of Yugoslavia. Lack of available 
data to calculate the formula is marked as 
“n/a”. 

The regional division of the world was 
adopted according to the division by the 
World Bank. The European Union is un-
derstood as the summative result of its 
member countries at the end of the au-
dited year. The authors adopted their own 
division of countries into the East and the 
West. 

2 RESULTS 

The chapter contains four groups of 
states’ rankings. The first includes the 
classification by economic, military and 
geopolitical power (Table 4) together with 
the assessment of the international sys-
tem in terms of polarity. The second 
group presents the ranking of states ac-
cording to militarization indicators 

(Table 5), the third according to the 
power criteria (Tables 8-10), and the 
fourth according to the increases and de-
creases in economic power (Table 11). In 
the latter case, we limit ourselves to eco-
nomic power because of its most objective 
character. 

 

 
The magnitude of power determines 

the position of countries in the ranking. 
Most often, an increase in power leads to 

an increase in position, and a decrease in 
power leads to a decrease in position. But 
this is not always the case - there may be 
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an increase in power and a decrease in po-
sition or a decrease in power and an in-
crease in position. Therefore, four situa-
tions are possible, as illustrated in Table 3. 

It should be emphasized that we are 
talking here about a nominal, formal (de-
termined by power) position, and not 
about the actual and real position. To 
speak about the real position, one should 
take into account additional corrective 
factors. They can be strengthening (good 

geographical location, long state and mil-
itary traditions, coherent society, good 
governance, belonging to proven alli-
ances, attractive culture, etc.) or weaken-
ing (unfavourable geographical location, 
hostile neighbours, divided society, poor 
governance, unattractive culture, etc.). In 
most cases, the difference between the 
nominal and real position is not large, but 
in some cases it is significant. 

 

 
Table 3. Systematics of increases and decreases in position of power in absolute and relative terms  

 Position  
increase 

Position  
decrease 

Power  
increase 

(1) Power increase  
– position increase 

(2) Power increase  
– position decrease 

Power  
decrease 

(3) Power decrease  
– position increase 

(4) Power decrease  
– position decrease 

 
 
 

From the point of view of the power 
ratios analysis, the power and the direc-
tion of its changes are more important; 
the rank is rather of prestigious character, 
but in some situations it can be an im-
portant criterion for including a country 
in a given group. A lot depends on the 
kind of power constituting the point of 
reference. In periods of relaxation and ex-
tensive international cooperation, eco-
nomic power is the most important. As 
political and military tensions increase, 
the importance of the military factor, and 
hence military power as well as geopoliti-
cal power, increases. 

In terms of military power, three 
groups of countries may be distinguished. 
The first are countries that have similar 
economic and military power (in 2018 
these were e.g. India, Great Britain and 
Poland). The second group consists of 
countries that have clearly more eco-
nomic than military power; in other 
words, they are poorly militarized com-
pared to the whole world (e.g. Japan, Ger-
many and Netherlands). Finally, the third 

group are countries with much higher 
military than economic power (e.g. Saudi 
Arabia, Iran and Israel). In this group, it is 
also important to identify the main rea-
sons for the high level of militarization - 
whether they have their source in aggres-
sive or defensive policy. A country with 
little power, but surrounded by enemies, 
usually undergoes militarization, but it is 
the expression of defensive, not aggres-
sive, policy. A powerful country that 
strives to conquests is also militarized, 
but it is the expression of aggressive pol-
icy.
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5 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 
5,

46
4 

T
ai

w
an

 
5,

85
9 

T
ai

w
an

 
5,

42
6 

28
 

Po
la

nd
 

4,
59

9 
K

uw
ai

t 
5,

43
2 

Ir
an

 
5,

17
5 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
5,

33
4 

V
ie

tn
am

 
5,

14
9 

A
rg

en
ti

na
 

5,
23

1 

29
 

A
us

tr
ia

 
4,

53
6 

Is
ra

el
 

5,
41

2 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

4,
85

4 
Eg

yp
t 

5,
11

3 
O

m
an

 
4,

55
5 

V
ie

tn
am

 
4,

90
0 

30
 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
4,

49
6 

T
ha

ila
nd

 
5,

29
8 

V
ie

tn
am

 
4,

40
7 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

4,
82

9 
Eg

yp
t 

4,
10

9 
N

et
he

rl
an

ds
 

4,
52

9 

31
 

Pa
ki

st
an

 
4,

18
1 

Ir
aq

 
5,

28
8 

A
lg

er
ia

 
4,

30
3 

Sw
ed

en
 

4,
73

5 
A

rg
en

ti
na

 
3,

99
0 

Eg
yp

t 
4,

44
3 

32
 

N
ig

er
ia

 
4,

09
4 

A
R

E 
4,

98
7 

Is
ra

el
 

4,
24

9 
T

ai
w

an
 

4,
56

1 
N

et
he

rl
an

ds
 

3,
98

2 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

4,
15

2 

33
 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
3,

78
2 

Sw
ed

en
 

4,
77

3 
M

al
ay

si
a 

4,
15

9 
M

al
ay

si
a 

4,
43

2 
M

or
oc

co
 

3,
66

1 
N

ig
er

ia
 

4,
11

0 

34
 

G
re

ec
e 

3,
61

2 
N

et
he

rl
an

ds
 

4,
77

2 
G

re
ec

e 
3,

85
6 

V
ie

tn
am

 
4,

40
4 

G
re

ec
e 

3,
61

6 
Sw

ed
en

 
3,

86
2 

35
 

N
or

w
ay

 
3,

60
6 

M
al

ay
si

a 
4,

77
0 

A
R

E 
3,

80
8 

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d 

4,
15

0 
U

kr
ai

ne
 

3,
54

8 
M

al
ay

si
a 

3,
64

3 

36
 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

3,
52

9 
A

lg
er

ia
 

4,
73

9 
C

ol
om

bi
a 

3,
62

1 
C

hi
le

 
3,

86
7 

C
hi

le
 

3,
50

0 
C

hi
le

 
3,

62
2 

37
 

A
lg

er
ia

 
3,

43
1 

Sy
ri

a 
4,

61
1 

Be
lg

iu
m

 
3,

54
9 

Pe
ru

 
3,

80
4 

Sw
ed

en
 

3,
42

6 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 
3,

60
6 

38
 

Eg
yp

t 
3,

37
6 

G
re

ec
e 

3,
97

9 
V

en
ez

ue
la

 
3,

52
8 

A
lg

er
ia

 
3,

77
8 

N
or

w
ay

 
3,

41
6 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

3,
46

6 

39
 

V
en

ez
ue

la
 

3,
37

0 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

3,
90

7 
Sy

ri
a 

3,
39

8 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

3,
57

3 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

3,
24

9 
N

or
w

ay
 

3,
43

8 

40
 

Fi
nl

an
d 

3,
32

1 
K

az
ak

hs
ta

n 
3,

84
7 

N
or

w
ay

 
3,

39
5 

Ir
aq

 
3,

55
7 

M
al

ay
si

a 
3,

24
8 

O
m

an
 

3,
40

5 

41
 

D
en

m
ar

k 
3,

28
8 

A
rg

en
ti

na
 

3,
78

8 
K

az
ak

hs
ta

n 
3,

24
3 

N
or

w
ay

 
3,

48
1 

R
om

an
ia

 
3,

18
1 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
3,

25
1 

42
 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
3,

27
8 

Be
la

ru
s 

3,
60

9 
N

ig
er

ia
 

3,
09

5 
A

us
tr

ia
 

3,
41

0 
Si

ng
ap

or
e 

3,
01

4 
M

or
oc

co
 

3,
21

0 

43
 

M
al

ay
si

a 
2,

93
5 

V
en

ez
ue

la
 

3,
60

6 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
3,

08
1 

A
R

E 
3,

21
0 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
2,

98
0 

G
re

ec
e 

3,
18

0 
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
M

m
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

44
 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

2,
57

6 
C

ol
om

bi
a 

3,
54

1 
Be

la
ru

s 
2,

76
7 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

3,
07

5 
Ba

ng
la

de
sh

 
2,

78
4 

R
om

an
ia

 
3,

11
2 

45
 

Pe
ru

 
2,

57
2 

M
ex

ic
o 

3,
47

2 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 
2,

72
8 

R
om

an
ia

 
2,

97
5 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

2,
67

6 
Pe

ru
 

2,
94

6 

46
 

C
hi

le
 

2,
53

6 
N

or
w

ay
 

3,
28

9 
Fi

nl
an

d 
2,

58
7 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
2,

65
5 

A
ng

ol
a 

2,
60

0 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
2,

79
9 

47
 

M
or

oc
co

 
2,

24
6 

C
ub

a 
3,

06
1 

A
us

tr
ia

 
2,

56
8 

Ir
el

an
d 

2,
58

9 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

2,
57

2 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

2,
66

9 

48
 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

2,
03

6 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

2,
89

4 
R

om
an

ia
 

2,
45

3 
Is

ra
el

 
2,

57
3 

Pe
ru

 
2,

51
7 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
2,

61
4 

49
 

Is
ra

el
 

1,
92

5 
R

om
an

ia
 

2,
84

0 
C

ub
a 

2,
44

3 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

2,
57

1 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

2,
21

6 
Si

ng
ap

or
e 

2,
53

9 

50
 

Li
by

a 
1,

80
6 

Bu
lg

ar
ia

 
2,

81
4 

M
or

oc
co

 
2,

39
0 

Fi
nl

an
d 

2,
55

6 
N

ig
er

ia
 

2,
19

8 
A

ng
ol

a 
2,

50
6 

51
 

H
un

ga
ry

 
1,

69
5 

O
m

an
 

2,
70

7 
Pe

ru
 

2,
35

1 
D

en
m

ar
k 

2,
43

9 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
2,

12
4 

A
us

tr
ia

 
2,

34
3 

52
 

R
om

an
ia

 
1,

68
0 

N
ig

er
ia

 
2,

59
6 

D
en

m
ar

k 
2,

33
6 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

2,
34

5 
K

uw
ai

t 
2,

11
5 

Fi
nl

an
d 

2,
24

8 

53
 

Ir
el

an
d 

1,
66

0 
M

or
oc

co
 

2,
46

3 
Po

rt
ug

al
 

2,
33

0 
Po

rt
ug

al
 

2,
33

3 
Fi

nl
an

d 
2,

09
4 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

2,
24

6 

54
 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
1,

58
2 

H
un

ga
ry

 
2,

41
7 

C
hi

le
 

2,
29

0 
A

ng
ol

a 
2,

31
8 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,9

16
 

D
en

m
ar

k 
2,

02
5 

55
 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

1,
54

7 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 
2,

32
7 

H
un

ga
ry

 
2,

17
7 

M
or

oc
co

 
2,

31
0 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

1,8
31

 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

1,9
63

 

56
 

A
R

E 
1,

44
8 

Pe
ru

 
2,

24
0 

Bu
lg

ar
ia

 
2,

11
0 

G
re

ec
e 

2,
30

8 
D

en
m

ar
k 

1,8
18

 
Po

rt
ug

al
 

1,8
79

 

57
 

Et
hi

op
ia

 
1,

33
2 

Li
by

a 
2,

23
5 

Li
by

a 
2,

04
9 

K
en

ya
 

2,
10

9 
A

us
tr

ia
 

1,8
09

 
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

. 
1,8

37
 

58
 

V
ie

tn
am

 
1,

21
4 

Fi
nl

an
d 

2,
22

0 
O

m
an

 
2,

02
0 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
2,

02
1 

V
en

ez
ue

la
 

1,7
04

 
K

uw
ai

t 
1,7

91
 

59
 

C
ub

a 
1,

20
8 

C
hi

le
 

2,
16

8 
Su

da
n 

1,6
98

 
M

ya
nm

ar
 

1,8
84

 
Po

rt
ug

al
 

1,6
52

 
Sr

i L
an

ka
 

1,7
39

 

60
 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,
17

5 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
2,

09
6 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

1,5
62

 
C

O
D

 
1,8

19
 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

1,5
83

 
Ec

ua
do

r 
1,5

67
 

61
 

C
O

D
 

1,
15

9 
Su

da
n 

2,
07

6 
Ye

m
en

 
1,5

21
 

H
un

ga
ry

 
1,7

47
 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,5
80

 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

1,5
66

 

62
 

U
zb

ek
is

ta
n 

1,
15

1 
Ye

m
en

 
1,9

46
 

A
ng

ol
a 

1,5
16

 
Ec

ua
do

r 
1,7

39
 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,4
81

 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

1,5
07

 

63
 

Be
la

ru
s 

1,
08

1 
A

ng
ol

a 
1,9

36
 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

1,4
80

 
T

an
za

ni
a 

1,7
10

 
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
1,4

20
 

K
en

ya
 

1,5
06

 

64
 

Sy
ri

a 
0,

96
0 

D
en

m
ar

k 
1,8

60
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,3

83
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,5

91
 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
1,3

39
 

H
un

ga
ry

 
1,3

82
 

65
 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

95
3 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
1,8

55
 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,2
29

 
C

ub
a 

1,4
00

 
Le

ba
no

n 
1,3

21
 

Ir
el

an
d 

1,3
37
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
M

m
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

66
 

T
un

is
ia

 
0,

95
1 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,6

06
 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,1
91

 
G

ha
na

 
1,4

00
 

C
am

bo
di

a 
1,2

50
 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,3
03

 

67
 

Su
da

n 
0,

94
0 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,5
99

 
T

an
za

ni
a 

1,0
77

 
Su

da
n 

1,3
92

 
K

en
ya

 
1,2

04
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

1,2
12

 

68
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
0,

93
7 

A
us

tr
ia

 
1,5

85
 

C
O

D
 

1,0
27

 
Sr

i L
an

ka
 

1,3
85

 
H

un
ga

ry
 

1,1
99

 
T

an
za

ni
a 

1,1
85

 

69
 

K
en

ya
 

0,
91

5 
BI

H
 

1,5
71

 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

1,0
02

 
U

zb
ek

is
ta

n 
1,2

92
 

Et
hi

op
ia

 
0,

97
5 

C
O

D
 

1,1
21

 

70
 

C
IV

 
0,

90
5 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
1,5

06
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
0,

99
2 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

1,2
88

 
C

IV
 

0,
93

1 
Le

ba
no

n 
1,1

01
 

71
 

A
ng

ol
a 

0,
86

4 
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

. 
1,4

95
 

U
zb

ek
is

ta
n 

0,
97

4 
Q

at
ar

 
1,2

19
 

T
an

za
ni

a 
0,

92
3 

C
am

bo
di

a 
1,0

43
 

72
 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

75
1 

T
an

za
ni

a 
1,2

82
 

T
un

is
ia

 
0,

96
9 

K
uw

ai
t 

1,1
42

 
T

un
is

ia
 

0,
91

9 
C

IV
 

0,
97

5 

73
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
0,

74
3 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,2
56

 
Ir

el
an

d 
0,

96
9 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
1,1

21
 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

84
6 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

93
8 

74
 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
72

5 
T

ur
km

en
is

ta
n 

1,2
48

 
T

ur
km

en
is

ta
n 

0,
94

0 
O

m
an

 
1,1

04
 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
0,

78
7 

T
un

is
ia

 
0,

87
6 

75
 

Bu
lg

ar
ia

 
0,

70
3 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,1

16
 

K
en

ya
 

0,
83

7 
D

om
in

ic
an

 R
ep

. 
1,0

88
 

C
O

D
 

0,
77

2 
Be

la
ru

s 
0,

84
3 

76
 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

68
7 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

1,0
48

 
M

oz
am

bi
qu

e 
0,

81
9 

C
IV

 
1,0

63
 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
76

0 
Bo

liv
ia

 
0,

83
3 

77
 

Ye
m

en
 

0,
67

2 
T

un
is

ia
 

0,
97

8 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

0,
79

6 
Li

by
a 

1,0
37

 
Be

la
ru

s 
0,

75
8 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
81

5 

78
 

T
an

za
ni

a 
0,

66
7 

C
O

D
 

0,
96

2 
Zi

m
ba

bw
e 

0,
77

0 
C

am
er

oo
n 

1,0
34

 
M

al
i 

0,
75

3 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

0,
80

3 

79
 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
66

2 
Ba

ng
la

de
sh

 
0,

93
2 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

65
6 

Be
la

ru
s 

1,0
14

 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

0,
73

5 
Li

th
ua

ni
a 

0,
73

6 

80
 

O
m

an
 

0,
64

7 
U

zb
ek

is
ta

n 
0,

88
7 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

63
0 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
98

0 
Ir

el
an

d 
0,

71
1 

Se
rb

ia
 

0,
72

0 

81
 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

64
3 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

85
3 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
60

8 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

0,
94

0 
N

ep
al

 
0,

69
2 

N
ep

al
 

0,
71

7 

82
 

G
ha

na
 

0,
63

5 
Zi

m
ba

bw
e 

0,
83

4 
Sl

ov
en

ia
 

0,
58

8 
Ye

m
en

 
0,

85
1 

Se
rb

ia
 

0,
69

1 
M

al
i 

0,
71

5 

83
 

Se
ne

ga
l 

0,
60

2 
K

en
ya

 
0,

79
8 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

58
3 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
84

7 
D

om
in

ic
an

 R
ep

. 
0,

67
9 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

69
0 

84
 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
58

5 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

0,
71

3 
U

ga
nd

a 
0,

57
4 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
80

5 
C

ro
at

ia
 

0,
61

0 
G

ha
na

 
0,

67
2 

85
 

Pa
ra

gu
ay

 
0,

55
2 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
66

9 
Bo

liv
ia

 
0,

57
2 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

80
1 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

58
3 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
65

8 

86
 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
0,

49
6 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
0,

63
4 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

0,
52

9 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
79

7 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

0,
57

7 
C

ro
at

ia
 

0,
65

5 

87
 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
46

3 
Ir

el
an

d 
0,

62
3 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

48
9 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

0,
79

5 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

0,
57

0 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
0,

65
0 
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
M

m
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

88
 

K
uw

ai
t 

0,
45

8 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

0,
60

3 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
46

6 
T

un
is

ia
 

0,
79

1 
U

ga
nd

a 
0,

56
3 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

64
8 

89
 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
44

0 
Sl

ov
ak

ia
 

0,
59

7 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

0,
43

7 
Za

m
bi

a 
0,

78
9 

A
rm

en
ia

 
0,

54
5 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

64
7 

90
 

N
ep

al
 

0,
42

1 
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
0,

58
8 

C
IV

 
0,

42
0 

T
ur

km
en

is
ta

n 
0,

78
1 

N
am

ib
ia

 
0,

53
1 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
56

6 

91
 

PN
G

 
0,

41
4 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
56

6 
G

ha
na

 
0,

38
7 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

77
8 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

51
8 

Pa
ra

gu
ay

 
0,

52
6 

92
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

0,
41

1 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
0,

55
0 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

0,
38

6 
Se

rb
ia

 
0,

77
7 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
50

9 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

0,
51

4 

93
 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
40

9 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

0,
53

1 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

38
4 

N
ep

al
 

0,
76

9 
Za

m
bi

a 
0,

45
5 

Se
ne

ga
l 

0,
48

0 

94
 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
40

0 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

0,
50

4 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

38
4 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
76

3 
La

tv
ia

 
0,

44
8 

N
am

ib
ia

 
0,

47
1 

95
 

M
al

i 
0,

39
5 

A
rm

en
ia

 
0,

49
4 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
38

2 
Jo

rd
an

 
0,

74
8 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
43

0 
La

tv
ia

 
0,

44
7 

96
 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

39
1 

M
ol

do
va

 
0,

49
0 

C
yp

ru
s 

0,
38

0 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

0,
74

4 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

40
8 

A
rm

en
ia

 
0,

44
0 

97
 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
38

4 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

47
8 

T
aj

ik
is

ta
n 

0,
37

8 
C

ro
at

ia
 

0,
74

3 
T

T
O

 
0,

39
5 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
43

2 

98
 

Jo
rd

an
 

0,
37

6 
La

os
 

0,
45

8 
A

rm
en

ia
 

0,
37

2 
Le

ba
no

n 
0,

66
0 

C
ha

d 
0,

39
1 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

42
5 

99
 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

0,
36

4 
T

aj
ik

is
ta

n 
0,

45
8 

Q
at

ar
 

0,
35

8 
M

al
i 

0,
63

8 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
39

1 
Sl

ov
en

ia
 

0,
41

9 

10
0 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

0,
36

2 
C

yp
ru

s 
0,

44
6 

La
os

 
0,

35
8 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
0,

63
5 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
0,

37
9 

C
ha

d 
0,

41
6 

10
1 

N
ig

er
 

0,
34

9 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
42

4 
Za

m
bi

a 
0,

35
7 

C
am

bo
di

a 
0,

63
0 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

37
7 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

41
4 

10
2 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
34

5 
Q

at
ar

 
0,

42
1 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
31

7 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

62
5 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

37
7 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
40

6 

10
3 

G
ab

on
 

0,
32

4 
C

am
bo

di
a 

0,
40

8 
C

am
bo

di
a 

0,
30

8 
M

oz
am

bi
qu

e 
0,

59
7 

C
on

go
 

0,
36

3 
M

oz
am

bi
qu

e 
0,

35
8 

10
4 

T
ur

km
en

is
ta

n 
0,

32
3 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

0,
39

7 
H

on
du

ra
s 

0,
30

4 
PN

G
 

0,
58

9 
Sl

ov
en

ia
 

0,
36

2 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

0,
35

8 

10
5 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
31

7 
Br

un
ei

 
0,

35
3 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

28
8 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
0,

53
2 

C
yp

ru
s 

0,
33

5 
N

ig
er

 
0,

35
2 

10
6 

Bo
ts

w
an

a 
0,

31
1 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
33

5 
N

ep
al

 
0,

28
6 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

52
3 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
33

1 
C

on
go

 
0,

34
8 

10
7 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
0,

30
2 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
28

8 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r 
0,

28
5 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
50

1 
So

ut
h 

Su
da

n 
0,

31
8 

T
T

O
 

0,
34

4 

10
8 

C
am

bo
di

a 
0,

30
2 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

28
6 

Br
un

ei
 

0,
27

9 
Bu

rk
in

a 
Fa

so
 

0,
48

7 
G

ha
na

 
0,

30
9 

C
yp

ru
s 

0,
30

9 

10
9 

Le
ba

no
n 

0,
29

9 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

27
5 

G
ab

on
 

0,
27

2 
C

ha
d 

0,
46

5 
N

ig
er

 
0,

30
7 

G
ab

on
 

0,
29

8 

NATIONAL POWER RANKINGS OF COUNTRIES 2020 

 25



Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
M

m
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

11
0 

N
am

ib
ia

 
0,

29
2 

G
ab

on
 

0,
27

1 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

0,
26

7 
La

tv
ia

 
0,

44
4 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
30

1 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

28
1 

11
1 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

29
1 

C
on

go
 

0,
26

5 
C

on
go

 
0,

26
6 

La
os

 
0,

44
4 

G
ab

on
 

0,
28

1 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r 
0,

28
0 

11
2 

C
ha

d 
0,

28
3 

G
ha

na
 

0,
26

3 
M

al
i 

0,
26

0 
N

ig
er

 
0,

44
2 

T
aj

ik
is

ta
n 

0,
26

3 
El

 S
al

va
do

r 
0,

27
5 

11
3 

C
on

go
 

0,
26

7 
H

on
du

ra
s 

0,
26

1 
PN

G
 

0,
24

7 
El

 S
al

va
do

r 
0,

42
3 

Br
un

ei
 

0,
24

6 
M

au
ri

ta
ni

a 
0,

27
2 

11
4 

Ic
el

an
d 

0,
25

5 
C

am
er

oo
n 

0,
25

7 
N

am
ib

ia
 

0,
24

3 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

0,
38

9 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

24
0 

PN
G

 
0,

27
1 

11
5 

C
yp

ru
s 

0,
24

7 
Pa

na
m

a 
0,

25
6 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
23

6 
Lu

xe
m

bo
ur

g 
0,

38
1 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

0,
23

9 
M

on
go

lia
 

0,
26

9 

11
6 

K
yr

gy
zs

ta
n 

0,
24

5 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

0,
24

4 
C

os
ta

 R
ic

a 
0,

23
5 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

37
0 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

21
8 

T
aj

ik
is

ta
n 

0,
25

9 

11
7 

Q
at

ar
 

0,
24

3 
D

om
in

ic
an

 R
ep

. 
0,

24
2 

R
w

an
da

 
0,

22
1 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
36

4 
BI

H
 

0,
21

2 
BI

H
 

0,
25

4 

11
8 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
22

7 
R

w
an

da
 

0,
23

3 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

21
7 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
35

9 
El

 S
al

va
do

r 
0,

20
1 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
23

2 

11
9 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
22

6 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r 
0,

22
3 

C
ha

d 
0,

21
5 

N
am

ib
ia

 
0,

35
1 

R
w

an
da

 
0,

18
2 

Br
un

ei
 

0,
20

8 

12
0 

T
aj

ik
is

ta
n 

0,
21

8 
N

am
ib

ia
 

0,
21

8 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
0,

21
1 

BI
H

 
0,

33
9 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

17
3 

R
w

an
da

 
0,

20
7 

12
1 

T
T

O
 

0,
21

8 
N

ep
al

 
0,

21
8 

N
ig

er
 

0,
17

9 
G

ab
on

 
0,

33
2 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
16

9 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

20
7 

12
2 

H
ai

ti
 

0,
21

7 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
0,

19
4 

T
T

O
 

0,
17

0 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

32
8 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
15

8 
Be

ni
n 

0,
19

8 

12
3 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

20
7 

M
al

i 
0,

19
3 

Le
ba

no
n 

0,
17

0 
So

m
al

ia
 

0,
32

7 
A

lb
an

ia
 

0,
15

5 
Ja

m
ai

ca
 

0,
19

5 

12
4 

R
w

an
da

 
0,

19
6 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
0,

18
5 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
16

9 
C

on
go

 
0,

31
8 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

14
9 

A
lb

an
ia

 
0,

18
8 

12
5 

N
ic

ar
ag

ua
 

0,
19

6 
A

lb
an

ia
 

0,
18

4 
Es

to
ni

a 
0,

16
8 

Be
ni

n 
0,

31
7 

T
og

o 
0,

14
8 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

17
0 

12
6 

Be
ni

n 
0,

19
6 

C
ha

d 
0,

18
1 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
16

1 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

0,
31

5 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

14
6 

T
og

o 
0,

15
7 

12
7 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
18

6 
C

IV
 

0,
17

7 
H

ai
ti

 
0,

15
7 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
27

8 
Be

ni
n 

0,
13

8 
M

al
aw

i 
0,

12
7 

12
8 

C
A

F 
0,

18
4 

PN
G

 
0,

16
3 

A
lb

an
ia

 
0,

15
0 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
26

7 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
0,

12
9 

Bu
ru

nd
i 

0,
12

7 

12
9 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

18
3 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
16

1 
M

al
aw

i 
0,

14
9 

Ic
el

an
d 

0,
26

7 
PN

G
 

0,
11

2 
M

ol
do

va
 

0,
11

7 

13
0 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

17
0 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
15

4 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
 

0,
12

4 
C

yp
ru

s 
0,

25
8 

G
uy

an
a 

0,
08

9 
C

A
F 

0,
09

7 

13
1 

T
og

o 
0,

16
9 

T
T

O
 

0,
14

6 
C

A
F 

0,
12

3 
H

ai
ti

 
0,

25
8 

C
A

F 
0,

08
6 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

09
6 
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

E
co

n
om

ic
 p

ow
er

  
(E

P
) 

M
il

it
ar

y 
p

ow
er

 
(M

P
) 

G
eo

p
ol

it
ic

al
 p

ow
er

 
(G

P
) 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
M

m
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
m

M
 

13
2 

La
os

 
0,

15
6 

H
ai

ti
 

0,
12

8 
Be

ni
n 

0,
11

8 
R

w
an

da
 

0,
25

8 
M

on
te

ne
gr

o 
0,

07
6 

G
uy

an
a 

0,
09

1 

13
3 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
13

6 
La

tv
ia

 
0,

12
1 

T
og

o 
0,

11
1 

A
lb

an
ia

 
0,

25
6 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

07
0 

M
on

te
ne

gr
o 

0,
08

0 

13
4 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

0,
13

3 
D

jib
ou

ti
 

0,
11

0 
Ja

m
ai

ca
 

0,
10

9 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
0,

25
1 

Fi
ji 

0,
06

8 
Fi

ji 
0,

07
8 

13
5 

Br
un

ei
 

0,
13

3 
M

al
aw

i 
0,

11
0 

Bu
ru

nd
i 

0,
10

1 
T

aj
ik

is
ta

n 
0,

25
0 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
06

3 
Si

er
ra

 L
eo

ne
 

0,
07

6 

13
6 

A
rm

en
ia

 
0,

12
7 

Li
be

ri
a 

0,
10

5 
Ba

ha
m

as
 

0,
09

6 
T

T
O

 
0,

24
3 

M
ol

do
va

 
0,

06
2 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
06

9 

13
7 

Bu
ru

nd
i 

0,
12

6 
C

os
ta

 R
ic

a 
0,

10
5 

Fi
ji 

0,
09

3 
Ja

m
ai

ca
 

0,
23

9 
M

al
aw

i 
0,

05
7 

M
al

ta
 

0,
06

6 

13
8 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

11
6 

Le
ba

no
n 

0,
10

5 
D

jib
ou

ti
 

0,
08

8 
A

rm
en

ia
 

0,
22

9 
M

al
ta

 
0,

04
7 

Li
be

ri
a 

0,
06

3 

13
9 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

09
8 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
10

4 
Si

er
ra

 L
eo

ne
 

0,
08

3 
M

ol
do

va
 

0,
22

7 
Si

er
ra

 L
eo

ne
 

0,
03

9 
Ea

st
 T

im
or

 
0,

04
3 

14
0 

Fi
ji 

0,
09

8 
T

og
o 

0,
09

8 
Le

so
th

o 
0,

07
0 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
21

3 
Be

liz
e 

0,
03

6 
Be

liz
e 

0,
03

8 

14
1 

Es
w

at
in

i 
0,

09
0 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

09
7 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
06

0 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
o-

ni
a 

0,
21

2 
Li

be
ri

a 
0,

03
3 

Ba
rb

ad
os

 
0,

03
5 

14
2 

M
al

ta
 

0,
08

4 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
0,

09
5 

Su
ri

na
m

e 
0,

05
5 

Eq
ua

to
ri

al
 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
20

0 
Ea

st
 T

im
or

 
0,

03
2 

C
ap

e 
V

er
de

 
0,

02
3 

14
3 

Le
so
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We calculate militarization of power 

in three forms: economic militarization, 
as the share of military power in economic 
power, GDP militarization, as the share of 
military expenditure in GDP and demo-
graphic militarization, as the share of the 
number of active service soldiers in the 
whole population (with appropriate expo-
nents - according to the model). In all 
three cases, the index of world militariza-
tion has the value of 1. We treat countries 
with militarization higher than 1 as highly 
militarized, and lower than 1 as poorly 
militarized against the background of the 
world as a whole (Table 5). 

Three model situations are possible 
here. The first one, when the state posi-
tion determined by all three types of mil-
itarization is similar (balanced position). 

However, it must be remembered that it 
can be achieved at different levels of mili-
tarization - high or low. The second one, 
when the position resulting from the GDP 
militarization is clearly higher than that 
from demographic militarization (unbal-
anced position). And the third one, when 
the position resulting from demographic 
militarization is clearly higher than the 
position resulting from the GDP militari-
zation (unbalanced position). The high 
level of GDP militarization in relation to 
demographic militarization suggests that 
it is a country with few and rather profes-
sional armed forces, however, very well 
armed and equipped. In the reverse situa-
tion, it will be a large army, rather consist-
ing of conscripts, poorly armed and 
poorly equipped. 
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in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

1 
V

ie
tn

am
 

4,
94

7 
K

uw
ai

t 
7,

92
1 

N
or

th
 K

or
ea

 
1,7

27
 

O
m

an
 

4,
12

5 
O

m
an

 
3,

15
0 

N
or

th
 K

or
ea

 
1,9

05
 

2 
Sy

ri
a 

4,
74

0 
M

on
go

lia
 

4,
21

7 
Is

ra
el

 
1,5

63
 

Sa
ud

i A
ra

bi
a 

3,
72

7 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

3,
03

5 
Is

ra
el

 
1,5

60
 

3 
M

on
go

lia
 

4,
66

1 
V

ie
tn

am
 

3,
96

4 
Sy

ri
a 

1,5
30

 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

3,
45

7 
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a 
3,

02
4 

So
ut

h 
Su

da
n 

1,5
04

 

4 
Jo

rd
an

 
4,

24
9 

Tu
rk

m
en

is
ta

n 
3,

32
2 

A
R

E 
1,4

80
 

Is
ra

el
 

2,
89

5 
Ir

aq
 

2,
44

2 
Br

un
ei

 
1,4

94
 

5 
O

m
an

 
4,

18
7 

Bu
lg

ar
ia

 
3,

18
1 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,4
61

 
A

rm
en

ia
 

2,
38

4 
A

lg
er

ia
 

1,9
70

 
A

rm
en

ia
 

1,4
72

 

6 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

4,
00

1 
O

m
an

 
3,

07
7 

C
ro

at
ia

 
1,4

34
 

Ir
aq

 
2,

22
3 

Is
ra

el
 

1,8
56

 
G

re
ec

e 
1,4

25
 

7 
A

rm
en

ia
 

3,
89

2 
Sy

ri
a 

3,
02

9 
Ir

aq
 

1,4
04

 
Jo

rd
an

 
2,

11
1 

K
uw

ai
t 

1,6
95

 
Si

ng
ap

or
e 

1,4
20

 

8 
Tu

rk
m

en
is

ta
n 

3,
86

2 
M

oz
am

bi
qu

e 
3,

01
4 

Ta
iw

an
 

1,3
74

 
A

lg
er

ia
 

2,
04

9 
M

al
i 

1,6
67

 
C

yp
ru

s 
1,4

12
 

9 
A

R
E 

3,
44

4 
A

rm
en

ia
 

2,
99

7 
Se

yc
he

lle
s 

1,3
67

 
Le

ba
no

n 
2,

00
3 

A
rm

en
ia

 
1,6

20
 

So
ut

h 
K

or
ea

 
1,4

00
 

10
 

R
us

si
a 

3,
38

1 
Jo

rd
an

 
2,

90
9 

R
us

si
a 

1,3
65

 
C

am
bo

di
a 

1,9
85

 
TT

O
 

1,5
83

 
Sr

i L
an

ka
 

1,3
77

 

11
 

Be
la

ru
s 

3,
33

9 
Ta

jik
is

ta
n 

2,
83

9 
Li

by
a 

1,3
65

 
Si

ng
ap

or
e 

1,8
95

 
Ba

hr
ai

n 
1,5

81
 

D
jib

ou
ti

 
1,3

55
 

12
 

Sa
ud

i A
ra

bi
a 

3,
32

4 
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a 
2,

83
4 

O
m

an
 

1,3
61

 
Br

un
ei

 
1,8

54
 

C
am

bo
di

a 
1,5

68
 

Jo
rd

an
 

1,3
47

 

13
 

La
os

 
2,

93
3 

Ye
m

en
 

2,
82

5 
Se

rb
ia

 
1,3

55
 

K
uw

ai
t 

1,8
52

 
Jo

rd
an

 
1,5

67
 

Sy
ri

a 
1,3

23
 

14
 

Ye
m

en
 

2,
89

9 
Be

la
ru

s 
2,

66
9 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,3

47
 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

1,8
35

 
Le

ba
no

n 
1,5

35
 

Ta
iw

an
 

1,3
15

 

15
 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

2,
89

8 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
2,

58
4 

Br
un

ei
 

1,3
34

 
Ir

an
 

1,8
11

 
Pa

ki
st

an
 

1,4
91

 
O

m
an

 
1,3

10
 

16
 

A
ng

ol
a 

2,
86

2 
A

ng
ol

a 
2,

57
0 

C
ub

a 
1,3

32
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

1,7
87

 
Ir

an
 

1,4
85

 
Le

ba
no

n 
1,3

05
 

17
 

Is
ra

el
 

2,
81

2 
La

os
 

2,
55

5 
G

re
ec

e 
1,3

14
 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
1,6

66
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

1,4
50

 
C

am
bo

di
a 

1,2
66

 

18
 

Br
un

ei
 

2,
66

2 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

2,
55

1 
Q

at
ar

 
1,3

10
 

TT
O

 
1,6

23
 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
1,3

91
 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
1,2

64
 

19
 

Eg
yp

t 
2,

65
3 

R
us

si
a 

2,
47

6 
A

rm
en

ia
 

1,2
99

 
So

ut
h 

K
or

ea
 

1,6
16

 
N

am
ib

ia
 

1,3
70

 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

1,2
52

 

20
 

C
ub

a 
2,

53
5 

Eg
yp

t 
2,

39
5 

So
ut

h 
K

or
ea

 
1,2

98
 

M
or

oc
co

 
1,5

85
 

U
SA

 
1,3

68
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

1,2
33

 

21
 

N
ic

ar
ag

ua
 

2,
44

4 
D

jib
ou

ti
 

2,
34

9 
C

am
bo

di
a 

1,2
89

 
M

ya
nm

ar
 

1,5
82

 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

1,3
49

 
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a 
1,2

33
 

22
 

D
jib

ou
ti

 
2,

44
1 

Ta
nz

an
ia

 
2,

34
6 

Bu
lg

ar
ia

 
1,2

58
 

G
re

ec
e 

1,5
67

 
M

or
oc

co
 

1,3
47

 
A

R
E 

1,2
25

 

23
 

A
lb

an
ia

 
2,

27
8 

A
R

E 
2,

32
7 

A
lb

an
ia

 
1,2

53
 

Pa
ki

st
an

 
1,5

51
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,3

34
 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
1,2

21
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

24
 

Su
da

n 
2,

20
8 

Et
hi

op
ia

 
2,

30
6 

Be
la

ru
s 

1,2
51

 
R

us
si

a 
1,5

15
 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

1,3
12

 
Ir

an
 

1,2
19

 

25
 

Pa
ki

st
an

 
2,

17
1 

Su
da

n 
2,

27
4 

V
ie

tn
am

 
1,2

48
 

U
SA

 
1,5

15
 

Ta
jik

is
ta

n 
1,2

94
 

Tu
rk

m
en

is
ta

n 
1,2

16
 

26
 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

2,
16

0 
Pa

ki
st

an
 

2,
09

8 
Le

ba
no

n 
1,2

45
 

N
am

ib
ia

 
1,5

15
 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
1,2

52
 

R
us

si
a 

1,2
12

 

27
 

Ta
jik

is
ta

n 
2,

10
2 

Br
un

ei
 

1,9
96

 
Ba

hr
ai

n 
1,2

43
 

Bo
ts

w
an

a 
1,4

84
 

R
us

si
a 

1,2
50

 
Q

at
ar

 
1,2

07
 

28
 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
1,9

27
 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

1,9
43

 
A

ng
ol

a 
1,2

00
 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

1,4
14

 
Br

un
ei

 
1,2

41
 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
1,1

98
 

29
 

Ta
nz

an
ia

 
1,9

21
 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
1,9

22
 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
1,1

99
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,3

83
 

C
on

go
 

1,2
15

 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

1,1
86

 

30
 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

1,8
90

 
C

ub
a 

1,9
04

 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
 

1,1
99

 
U

kr
ai

ne
 

1,3
36

 
U

kr
ai

ne
 

1,1
79

 
M

or
oc

co
 

1,1
77

 

31
 

Q
at

ar
 

1,8
28

 
A

lb
an

ia
 

1,8
18

 
Tu

rk
ey

 
1,1

99
 

C
yp

ru
s 

1,2
97

 
N

ig
er

 
1,1

79
 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

1,1
69

 

32
 

C
yp

ru
s 

1,8
08

 
U

ga
nd

a 
1,8

00
 

C
yp

ru
s 

1,1
97

 
Ta

iw
an

 
1,2

84
 

So
ut

h 
K

or
ea

 
1,1

55
 

Be
liz

e 
1,1

66
 

33
 

U
ga

nd
a 

1,7
44

 
Is

ra
el

 
1,7

98
 

BI
H

 
1,1

83
 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
1,2

39
 

Tu
ni

si
a 

1,1
15

 
Th

ai
la

nd
 

1,1
65

 

34
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,7

14
 

C
hi

na
 

1,7
90

 
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a 
1,1

73
 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
1,2

03
 

G
re

ec
e 

1,0
99

 
Ba

hr
ai

n 
1,1

60
 

35
 

R
om

an
ia

 
1,6

90
 

Ba
hr

ai
n 

1,7
38

 
Ir

an
 

1,1
70

 
Es

to
ni

a 
1,1

97
 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
1,0

79
 

V
ie

tn
am

 
1,1

58
 

36
 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
1,6

69
 

R
w

an
da

 
1,7

31
 

R
om

an
ia

 
1,1

64
 

M
al

i 
1,1

80
 

C
IV

 
1,0

76
 

Be
la

ru
s 

1,1
42

 

37
 

M
al

ay
si

a 
1,6

25
 

C
yp

ru
s 

1,5
10

 
Tu

rk
m

en
is

ta
n 

1,1
62

 
V

ie
tn

am
 

1,1
69

 
In

di
a 

1,0
60

 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

1,1
39

 

38
 

U
SA

 
1,6

10
 

M
al

ay
si

a 
1,4

80
 

La
os

 
1,1

48
 

Tu
ni

si
a 

1,1
63

 
Es

to
ni

a 
1,0

58
 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
1,1

33
 

39
 

C
hi

na
 

1,6
00

 
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
1,4

53
 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

1,1
43

 
C

on
go

 
1,1

39
 

Bu
ru

nd
i 

1,0
56

 
Es

to
ni

a 
1,1

32
 

40
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,5

03
 

R
om

an
ia

 
1,4

52
 

Be
lg

iu
m

 
1,1

42
 

A
ng

ol
a 

1,1
22

 
A

ng
ol

a 
1,0

51
 

Fi
ji 

1,1
31

 

41
 

Ta
iw

an
 

1,4
81

 
U

SA
 

1,4
32

 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

1,1
36

 
R

om
an

ia
 

1,0
69

 
G

eo
rg

ia
 

1,0
15

 
N

or
w

ay
 

1,1
30

 

42
 

A
ze

rb
ai

ja
n 

1,4
32

 
Bu

rk
in

a 
Fa

so
 

1,4
28

 
H

un
ga

ry
 

1,1
35

 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
1,0

66
 

U
K

 
1,0

15
 

Eg
yp

t 
1,1

27
 

43
 

H
un

ga
ry

 
1,4

26
 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,4

03
 

Po
la

nd
 

1,1
32

 
Ta

jik
is

ta
n 

1,0
52

 
Li

th
ua

ni
a 

1,0
14

 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

1,1
25

 

44
 

A
lg

er
ia

 
1,3

81
 

A
lg

er
ia

 
1,3

32
 

N
or

w
ay

 
1,1

29
 

Fr
an

ce
 

1,0
29

 
To

go
 

1,0
13

 
C

ub
a 

1,1
19

 

45
 

Se
yc

he
lle

s 
1,3

37
 

Su
ri

na
m

e 
1,3

01
 

M
or

oc
co

 
1,1

28
 

La
tv

ia
 

1,0
09

 
V

ie
tn

am
 

1,0
10

 
Tu

rk
ey

 
1,1

19
 

46
 

Li
by

a 
1,3

33
 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
1,2

90
 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
1,1

26
 

U
K

 
0,

98
6 

La
tv

ia
 

1,0
07

 
V

en
ez

ue
la

 
1,1

16
 

47
 

Su
ri

na
m

e 
1,2

96
 

Q
at

ar
 

1,2
74

 
U

SA
 

1,1
24

 
Po

la
nd

 
0,

98
3 

Sr
i L

an
ka

 
1,0

05
 

M
al

ta
 

1,1
09

 

48
 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
1,2

96
 

Si
ng

ap
or

e 
1,2

73
 

Fr
an

ce
 

1,1
20

 
N

or
w

ay
 

0,
98

1 
R

om
an

ia
 

0,
99

7 
U

SA
 

1,1
08

 

49
 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
1,2

80
 

H
un

ga
ry

 
1,2

57
 

G
ui

ne
a-

Bi
ss

au
 

1,1
10

 
A

us
tr

al
ia

 
0,

94
9 

Fr
an

ce
 

0,
99

3 
C

hi
le

 
1,1

07
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

50
 

So
ut

h 
K

or
ea

 
1,2

61
 

K
en

ya
 

1,2
10

 
Eg

yp
t 

1,1
08

 
G

uy
an

a 
0,

94
3 

Ta
iw

an
 

0,
97

7 
La

os
 

1,1
07

 

51
 

Po
la

nd
 

1,2
24

 
C

O
D

 
1,2

05
 

Sw
ed

en
 

1,1
08

 
C

hi
le

 
0,

90
5 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 

0,
97

0 
N

am
ib

ia
 

1,1
06

 

52
 

Tu
rk

ey
 

1,2
04

 
In

di
a 

1,1
39

 
M

on
go

lia
 

1,1
05

 
N

ep
al

 
0,

89
9 

Po
la

nd
 

0,
96

7 
Se

rb
ia

 
1,1

01
 

53
 

R
w

an
da

 
1,1

90
 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
1,1

37
 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
1,1

00
 

Th
ai

la
nd

 
0,

89
2 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
96

1 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

1,1
00

 

54
 

Ir
an

 
1,1

73
 

V
en

ez
ue

la
 

1,1
12

 
Fi

ji 
1,0

99
 

Se
rb

ia
 

0,
89

0 
C

yp
ru

s 
0,

91
8 

Fi
nl

an
d 

1,1
00

 

55
 

G
re

ec
e 

1,1
02

 
Po

la
nd

 
1,0

80
 

M
al

ay
si

a 
1,0

98
 

C
IV

 
0,

87
7 

C
ha

d 
0,

89
5 

C
ro

at
ia

 
1,0

96
 

56
 

M
or

oc
co

 
1,0

96
 

Ta
iw

an
 

1,0
78

 
C

hi
le

 
1,0

98
 

In
di

a 
0,

86
9 

Ec
ua

do
r 

0,
86

9 
El

 S
al

va
do

r 
1,0

94
 

57
 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

1,0
90

 
Tu

ni
si

a 
1,0

44
 

A
us

tr
ia

 
1,0

96
 

M
on

te
ne

gr
o 

0,
86

7 
N

or
w

ay
 

0,
86

8 
K

uw
ai

t 
1,0

93
 

58
 

V
en

ez
ue

la
 

1,0
70

 
Ec

ua
do

r 
1,0

21
 

Fi
nl

an
d 

1,0
91

 
Ec

ua
do

r 
0,

85
2 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
86

5 
G

uy
an

a 
1,0

92
 

59
 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,0
69

 
Le

so
th

o 
1,0

06
 

It
al

y 
1,0

81
 

Be
liz

e 
0,

85
0 

G
uy

an
a 

0,
86

4 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
 

1,0
91

 

60
 

C
am

bo
di

a 
1,0

33
 

Tu
rk

ey
 

1,0
04

 
Sr

i L
an

ka
 

1,0
71

 
To

go
 

0,
84

9 
G

ab
on

 
0,

86
2 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

1,0
78

 

61
 

Tu
ni

si
a 

1,0
28

 
Li

by
a 

0,
99

5 
N

et
he

rl
an

ds
 

1,0
67

 
G

ab
on

 
0,

84
6 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
84

6 
R

om
an

ia
 

1,0
72

 

62
 

C
on

go
 

0,
99

1 
C

on
go

 
0,

99
0 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
1,0

66
 

C
ha

d 
0,

84
1 

N
ep

al
 

0,
84

4 
Ba

rb
ad

os
 

1,0
69

 

63
 

G
ab

on
 

0,
98

9 
Ir

an
 

0,
98

4 
D

en
m

ar
k 

1,0
58

 
C

ro
at

ia
 

0,
82

1 
Br

az
il 

0,
84

4 
A

ng
ol

a 
1,0

68
 

64
 

Bu
rk

in
a 

Fa
so

 
0,

98
2 

Se
yc

he
lle

s 
0,

97
9 

G
er

m
an

y 
1,0

54
 

Fi
nl

an
d 

0,
81

9 
Ja

m
ai

ca
 

0,
82

7 
Su

ri
na

m
e 

1,0
68

 

65
 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
96 9 

So
ut

h 
K

or
ea

 
0,

97
2 

Sp
ai

n 
1,0

54
 

Eg
yp

t 
0,

80
4 

K
en

ya
 

0,
82

7 
M

al
ay

si
a 

1,0
67

 

66
 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
0,

93
6 

M
or

oc
co

 
0,

97
2 

Ec
ua

do
r 

1,0
46

 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

0,
78

2 
M

on
te

ne
gr

o 
0,

82
6 

N
ep

al
 

1,0
66

 

67
 

Fi
ji 

0,
91

9 
Bo

liv
ia

 
0,

96
7 

D
jib

ou
ti

 
1,0

39
 

Bo
liv

ia
 

0,
77

5 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

82
4 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
1,0

62
 

68
 

N
or

w
ay

 
0,

91
2 

K
yr

gy
zs

ta
n 

0,
96

4 
A

lg
er

ia
 

1,0
37

 
Bu

rk
in

a 
Fa

so
 

0,
77

4 
C

hi
le

 
0,

81
7 

BI
H

 
1,0

56
 

69
 

Fr
an

ce
 

0,
91

1 
El

 S
al

va
do

r 
0,

95
4 

U
K

 
1,0

35
 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
77

4 
Se

rb
ia

 
0,

80
8 

M
on

te
ne

gr
o 

1,0
50

 

70
 

U
K

 
0,

90
8 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
0,

95
2 

Pa
ki

st
an

 
1,0

34
 

Br
az

il 
0,

76
1 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
80

7 
M

on
go

lia
 

1,0
46

 

71
 

Th
ai

la
nd

 
0,

89
4 

G
ab

on
 

0,
95

1 
N

am
ib

ia
 

1,0
28

 
Sl

ov
ak

ia
 

0,
75

4 
C

A
F 

0,
80

3 
Tu

ni
si

a 
1,0

43
 

72
 

In
di

a 
0,

88
9 

N
ig

er
ia

 
0,

92
6 

Ye
m

en
 

1,0
26

 
Zi

m
ba

bw
e 

0,
75

0 
H

on
du

ra
s 

0,
80

1 
Pa

ki
st

an
 

1,0
40

 

73
 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

0,
88

2 
Za

m
bi

a 
0,

91
9 

Th
ai

la
nd

 
1,0

26
 

It
al

y 
0,

75
0 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

79
1 

A
lg

er
ia

 
1,0

40
 

74
 

K
en

ya
 

0,
87

2 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
0,

91
4 

Pe
ru

 
1,0

25
 

Be
la

ru
s 

0,
74

7 
Ta

nz
an

ia
 

0,
77

7 
Fr

an
ce

 
1,0

36
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Position 
19
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20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

75
 

Pe
ru

 
0,

87
1 

U
zb

ek
is

ta
n 

0,
88

3 
G

ab
on

 
1,0

21
 

D
en

m
ar

k 
0,

74
6 

Th
ai

la
nd

 
0,

76
5 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
1,0

35
 

76
 

M
au

ri
ta

ni
a 

0,
86

7 
U

K
 

0,
87

8 
M

al
ta

 
1,0

13
 

Tu
rk

ey
 

0,
74

0 
Bo

liv
ia

 
0,

75
0 

Bo
liv

ia
 

1,0
34

 

77
 

C
hi

le
 

0,
85

5 
Th

ai
la

nd
 

0,
87

2 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
1,0

12
 

M
al

ay
si

a 
0,

73
3 

C
ro

at
ia

 
0,

74
9 

Sw
ed

en
 

1,0
30

 

78
 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
83

8 
M

au
ri

ta
ni

a 
0,

86
2 

Pa
na

m
a 

1,0
09

 
Sw

ed
en

 
0,

72
4 

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 
0,

74
5 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
1,0

30
 

79
 

Bu
ru

nd
i 

0,
83

5 
C

am
bo

di
a 

0,
86

1 
M

au
ri

ta
ni

a 
1,0

06
 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

72
1 

C
hi

na
 

0,
74

5 
It

al
y 

1,0
26

 

80
 

C
O

D
 

0,
83

0 
To

go
 

0,
85

8 
Bo

ts
w

an
a 

1,0
06

 
H

on
du

ra
s 

0,
71

9 
Fi

nl
an

d 
0,

74
5 

TT
O

 
1,0

25
 

81
 

K
yr

gy
zs

ta
n 

0,
79

3 
Pe

ru
 

0,
85

0 
Zi

m
ba

bw
e 

1,0
05

 
C

A
F 

0,
71

4 
D

en
m

ar
k 

0,
73

4 
H

un
ga

ry
 

1,0
24

 

82
 

Bo
ts

w
an

a 
0,

78
6 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

84
8 

U
kr

ai
ne

 
1,0

03
 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

71
1 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

73
3 

A
lb

an
ia

 
1,0

18
 

83
 

Be
liz

e 
0,

77
4 

G
re

ec
e 

0,
83

8 
Bo

liv
ia

 
1,0

02
 

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 
0,

70
8 

It
al

y 
0,

73
0 

Po
la

nd
 

1,0
16

 

84
 

U
ru

gu
ay

 
0,

77
3 

Fi
ji 

0,
83

7 
C

on
go

 
1,0

01
 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
0,

70
8 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
73

0 
D

en
m

ar
k 

1,0
16

 

85
 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

77
2 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

0,
81

5 
Su

ri
na

m
e 

0,
99

6 
R

w
an

da
 

0,
70

7 
Be

liz
e 

0,
72

9 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
1,0

10
 

86
 

U
zb

ek
is

ta
n 

0,
77

1 
In

do
ne

si
a 

0,
81

4 
A

ze
rb

ai
ja

n 
0,

98
5 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

70
2 

Eg
yp

t 
0,

71
3 

R
w

an
da

 
1,0

09
 

87
 

Pa
ra

gu
ay

 
0,

76
8 

Fr
an

ce
 

0,
81

3 
Tu

ni
si

a 
0,

98
5 

N
ig

er
 

0,
69

4 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

0,
71

2 
La

tv
ia

 
1,0

02
 

88
 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
75

8 
H

ai
ti

 
0,

80
9 

C
ol

om
bi

a 
0,

98
4 

Fi
ji 

0,
69

1 
Ba

ng
la

de
sh

 
0,

71
2 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
1,0

02
 

89
 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
75

0 
N

or
w

ay
 

0,
80

8 
C

ha
d 

0,
98

0 
H

un
ga

ry
 

0,
68

6 
G

er
m

an
y 

0,
70

8 
Sp

ai
n 

1,0
02

 

90
 

N
am

ib
ia

 
0,

74
7 

Be
liz

e 
0,

80
7 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 

0,
97

5 
G

er
m

an
y 

0,
68

2 
Pa

na
m

a 
0,

70
4 

Be
lg

iu
m

 
0,

99
7 

91
 

Eq
ua

to
ri

al
 G

ui
ne

a 
0,

73
9 

Pa
ra

gu
ay

 
0,

79
5 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

0,
97

3 
Sl

ov
en

ia
 

0,
68

0 
Sw

ed
en

 
0,

70
2 

Pe
ru

 
0,

99
7 

92
 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

73
2 

Eq
ua

to
ri

al
 G

ui
ne

a 
0,

78
8 

Su
da

n 
0,

97
1 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

0,
67

5 
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

. 
0,

70
1 

Su
da

n 
0,

99
3 

93
 

To
go

 
0,

72
2 

Bo
ts

w
an

a 
0,

78
2 

U
ga

nd
a 

0,
96

9 
Sp

ai
n 

0,
67

5 
R

w
an

da
 

0,
70

1 
A

us
tr

ia
 

0,
99

3 

94
 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 

0,
71

6 
TT

O
 

0,
78

2 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
96

6 
U

ga
nd

a 
0,

66
5 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

69
9 

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d 

0,
99

1 

95
 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

68
5 

C
hi

le
 

0,
77

9 
C

ap
e 

V
er

de
 

0,
96

3 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

0,
66

2 
Bu

lg
ar

ia
 

0,
69

5 
G

ab
on

 
0,

98
2 

96
 

Sw
ed

en
 

0,
68

2 
Ba

ha
m

as
 

0,
77

4 
Ir

el
an

d 
0,

96
3 

Pe
ru

 
0,

66
2 

M
al

ay
si

a 
0,

68
7 

Ec
ua

do
r 

0,
98

0 

97
 

TT
O

 
0,

67
3 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
75

0 
V

en
ez

ue
la

 
0,

96
2 

C
hi

na
 

0,
65

9 
Po

rt
ug

al
 

0,
68

4 
A

us
tr

al
ia

 
0,

97
8 

98
 

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 
0,

67
0 

A
us

tr
al

ia
 

0,
73

4 
M

oz
am

bi
qu

e 
0,

96
2 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
65

7 
C

an
ad

a 
0,

67
7 

U
K

 
0,

97
2 

99
 

Fi
nl

an
d 

0,
66

8 
Es

to
ni

a 
0,

73
3 

Be
liz

e 
0,

96
0 

Se
ne

ga
l 

0,
65

3 
Sp

ai
n 

0,
67

4 
M

ex
ic

o 
0,

96
6 

10
0 

C
an

ad
a 

0,
66

8 
C

ze
ch

 R
ep

. 
0,

73
2 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

94
7 

BI
H

 
0,

62
6 

H
un

ga
ry

 
0,

67
0 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

0,
96

4 
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Position 
19
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20
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Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

10
1 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

66
6 

C
an

ad
a 

0,
72

7 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

94
6 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
62

4 
Pe

ru
 

0,
66

4 
G

er
m

an
y 

0,
96

3 

10
2 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

0,
65

9 
N

am
ib

ia
 

0,
72

6 
M

ol
do

va
 

0,
93

8 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

0,
62

0 
Tu

rk
ey

 
0,

66
1 

G
ui

ne
a-

Bi
ss

au
 

0,
96

1 

10
3 

In
do

ne
si

a 
0,

64
7 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

71
2 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

93
5 

C
an

ad
a 

0,
61

9 
Be

la
ru

s 
0,

65
4 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

0,
96

1 

10
4 

C
ha

d 
0,

64
0 

M
al

i 
0,

69
8 

A
fg

ha
ni

st
an

 
0,

92
9 

Ba
rb

ad
os

 
0,

60
8 

Ea
st

 T
im

or
 

0,
65

2 
N

et
he

rl
an

ds
 

0,
95

0 

10
5 

N
ig

er
ia

 
0,

63
4 

So
ut

h 
A

fr
ic

a 
0,

69
6 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
0,

92
8 

A
lb

an
ia

 
0,

60
3 

So
ut

h 
A

fr
ic

a 
0,

65
0 

Zi
m

ba
bw

e 
0,

94
8 

10
6 

Es
to

ni
a 

0,
61

3 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

0,
68

0 
D

om
in

ic
an

 R
ep

. 
0,

92
2 

K
az

ak
hs

ta
n 

0,
59

5 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
 

0,
64

3 
Ja

pa
n 

0,
94

2 

10
7 

G
er

m
an

y 
0,

60
1 

G
ha

na
 

0,
67

3 
C

an
ad

a 
0,

92
0 

Ja
pa

n 
0,

59
1 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 
0,

64
1 

C
ha

d 
0,

94
1 

10
8 

Be
lg

iu
m

 
0,

59
6 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
66

9 
Eq

ua
to

ri
al

 G
ui

ne
a 

0,
91

6 
M

on
go

lia
 

0,
59

0 
Ja

pa
n 

0,
62

8 
C

on
go

 
0,

93
7 

10
9 

H
ai

ti
 

0,
58

9 
C

A
F 

0,
66

0 
Li

be
ri

a 
0,

91
4 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

0,
57

7 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

0,
62

2 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

93
2 

11
0 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
58

1 
C

ha
d 

0,
65

3 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
0,

91
2 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
57

6 
K

az
ak

hs
ta

n 
0,

62
0 

Ir
el

an
d 

0,
93

2 

11
1 

So
ut

h 
A

fr
ic

a 
0,

57
9 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
65

1 
Za

m
bi

a 
0,

91
1 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

57
2 

Fi
ji 

0,
61

1 
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
 

0,
93

0 

11
2 

It
al

y 
0,

57
4 

Sl
ov

ak
ia

 
0,

64
3 

G
uy

an
a 

0,
89

9 
K

en
ya

 
0,

57
1 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

0,
60

8 
C

ap
e 

V
er

de
 

0,
93

0 

11
3 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
0,

56
6 

N
ep

al
 

0,
63

1 
C

hi
na

 
0,

89
4 

So
ut

h 
A

fr
ic

a 
0,

54
6 

Be
ni

n 
0,

59
6 

K
yr

gy
zs

ta
n 

0,
91

9 

11
4 

D
en

m
ar

k 
0,

56
6 

N
et

he
rl

an
ds

 
0,

62
8 

Et
hi

op
ia

 
0,

89
2 

Ta
nz

an
ia

 
0,

54
0 

A
lb

an
ia

 
0,

59
2 

C
an

ad
a 

0,
91

4 

11
5 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
54

6 
Sw

ed
en

 
0,

61
6 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
88

9 
A

us
tr

ia
 

0,
53

1 
BI

H
 

0,
59

2 
Ir

aq
 

0,
91

0 

11
6 

N
or

th
 M

ac
ed

on
ia

 
0,

54
2 

Fi
nl

an
d 

0,
61

3 
TT

O
 

0,
86

1 
A

rg
en

ti
na

 
0,

51
7 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

0,
58

1 
A

rg
en

ti
na

 
0,

91
0 

11
7 

N
ep

al
 

0,
51

8 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

60
3 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
84

8 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
0,

51
2 

Ba
ha

m
as

 
0,

57
1 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
90

8 

11
8 

Et
hi

op
ia

 
0,

50
9 

Be
ni

n 
0,

58
5 

M
ex

ic
o 

0,
84

5 
Ea

st
 T

im
or

 
0,

50
4 

Ba
rb

ad
os

 
0,

57
0 

Br
az

il 
0,

90
2 

11
9 

C
A

F 
0,

50
6 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
57

6 
Ja

pa
n 

0,
84

3 
C

am
er

oo
n 

0,
50

2 
A

rg
en

ti
na

 
0,

56
8 

C
O

D
 

0,
90

2 

12
0 

M
al

i 
0,

48
8 

PN
G

 
0,

57
3 

A
rg

en
ti

na
 

0,
83

9 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
49

1 
U

ru
gu

ay
 

0,
56

8 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
90

0 

12
1 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
48

5 
G

er
m

an
y 

0,
57

0 
Br

az
il 

0,
83

7 
Ph

ili
pp

in
es

 
0,

49
0 

M
on

go
lia

 
0,

56
4 

H
on

du
ra

s 
0,

89
8 

12
2 

Se
ne

ga
l 

0,
45

7 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

56
1 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
0,

83
4 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

0,
47

6 
Pa

ra
gu

ay
 

0,
54

5 
C

A
F 

0,
89

0 

12
3 

Sp
ai

n 
0,

45
6 

D
en

m
ar

k 
0,

53
5 

So
ut

h 
A

fr
ic

a 
0,

83
3 

In
do

ne
si

a 
0,

45
7 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
54

0 
In

do
ne

si
a 

0,
88

7 

12
4 

G
ui

ne
a 

0,
45

2 
It

al
y 

0,
53

1 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
0,

82
3 

M
al

ta
 

0,
44

7 
A

us
tr

ia
 

0,
53

4 
C

hi
na

 
0,

88
5 

12
5 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
0,

45
1 

Po
rt

ug
al

 
0,

53
1 

N
ep

al
 

0,
82

1 
N

ic
ar

ag
ua

 
0,

44
5 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
53

4 
U

zb
ek

is
ta

n 
0,

88
4 

12
6 

M
al

ta
 

0,
43

9 
Be

lg
iu

m
 

0,
52

2 
Ta

nz
an

ia
 

0,
81

9 
Be

ni
n 

0,
43

6 
Sw

it
ze

rl
an

d 
0,

51
6 

M
ol

do
va

 
0,

87
8 

NATIONAL POWER RANKINGS OF COUNTRIES 2020 

 35



Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

12
7 

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d 

0,
41

5 
N

or
th

 M
ac

ed
on

ia
 

0,
50

6 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r 
0,

81
6 

C
O

D
 

0,
42

5 
In

do
ne

si
a 

0,
51

5 
Ja

m
ai

ca
 

0,
87

1 

12
8 

G
ha

na
 

0,
41

3 
Ba

ng
la

de
sh

 
0,

49
9 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

0,
80

9 
Lu

xe
m

bo
ur

g 
0,

41
4 

N
ic

ar
ag

ua
 

0,
47

8 
So

m
al

ia
 

0,
86

7 

12
9 

Be
ni

n 
0,

40
8 

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

 
0,

48
6 

In
do

ne
si

a 
0,

79
4 

C
ap

e 
V

er
de

 
0,

41
0 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
47

5 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

0,
85

7 

13
0 

C
ap

e 
V

er
de

 
0,

40
1 

Sw
it

ze
rl

an
d 

0,
45

5 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

78
7 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

0,
40

0 
C

O
D

 
0,

47
1 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

84
4 

13
1 

PN
G

 
0,

39
5 

N
ig

er
 

0,
45

4 
Si

er
ra

 L
eo

ne
 

0,
78

5 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

0,
37

9 
Lu

xe
m

bo
ur

g 
0,

45
6 

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
 

0,
84

3 

13
2 

Ir
el

an
d 

0,
37

5 
A

rg
en

ti
na

 
0,

44
7 

In
di

a 
0,

78
1 

M
ex

ic
o 

0,
36

0 
Et

hi
op

ia
 

0,
44

2 
So

ut
h 

A
fr

ic
a 

0,
83

9 

13
3 

A
rg

en
ti

na
 

0,
37

5 
M

al
ta

 
0,

43
4 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

77
9 

M
ad

ag
as

ca
r 

0,
33

8 
C

ap
e 

V
er

de
 

0,
44

1 
To

go
 

0,
83

8 

13
4 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
36

6 
Sp

ai
n 

0,
43

3 
M

au
ri

ti
us

 
0,

77
6 

N
ig

er
ia

 
0,

27
7 

El
 S

al
va

do
r 

0,
43

5 
U

ga
nd

a 
0,

82
4 

13
5 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

0,
36

2 
C

ap
e 

V
er

de
 

0,
41

7 
To

go
 

0,
77

5 
Li

be
ri

a 
0,

27
5 

Li
be

ri
a 

0,
40

9 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
0,

82
2 

13
6 

Le
ba

no
n 

0,
35

1 
C

am
er

oo
n 

0,
41

3 
Es

to
ni

a 
0,

77
0 

M
ol

do
va

 
0,

27
5 

M
al

ta
 

0,
40

3 
In

di
a 

0,
82

0 

13
7 

A
us

tr
ia

 
0,

34
9 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
41

2 
C

A
F 

0,
76

7 
Ir

el
an

d 
0,

27
5 

N
ig

er
ia

 
0,

38
0 

C
IV

 
0,

81
4 

13
8 

Ja
pa

n 
0,

29
7 

D
om

in
ic

an
 R

ep
. 

0,
39

7 
Se

ne
ga

l 
0,

75
8 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

26
3 

A
TG

 
0,

37
5 

Ta
jik

is
ta

n 
0,

81
3 

13
9 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

29
4 

Ir
el

an
d 

0,
39

0 
Le

so
th

o 
0,

74
5 

G
ua

te
m

al
a 

0,
25

7 
M

ex
ic

o 
0,

37
3 

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
 

0,
81

0 

14
0 

Br
az

il 
0,

28
5 

Ja
m

ai
ca

 
0,

37
7 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
74

4 
G

ha
na

 
0,

22
1 

M
ol

do
va

 
0,

31
3 

Le
so

th
o 

0,
80

6 

14
1 

C
am

er
oo

n 
0,

27
0 

Ja
pa

n 
0,

35
2 

Ta
jik

is
ta

n 
0,

74
0 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
21

5 
G

ua
te

m
al

a 
0,

31
3 

Se
ne

ga
l 

0,
79

3 

14
2 

N
ig

er
 

0,
26

8 
Br

az
il 

0,
34

0 
H

ai
ti

 
0,

72
8 

PN
G

 
0,

19
0 

Si
er

ra
 L

eo
ne

 
0,

31
2 

Za
m

bi
a 

0,
79

0 

14
3 

Lu
xe

m
bo

ur
g 

0,
26

2 
A

us
tr

ia
 

0,
31

9 
Bu

ru
nd

i 
0,

72
7 

A
TG

 
0,

00
0 

G
ha

na
 

0,
31

0 
G

ui
ne

a 
0,

77
7 

14
4 

M
ex

ic
o 

0,
21

5 
Lu

xe
m

bo
ur

g 
0,

30
9 

La
tv

ia
 

0,
72

6 
C

os
ta

 R
ic

a 
0,

00
0 

Ir
el

an
d 

0,
29

5 
Ea

st
 T

im
or

 
0,

77
4 

14
5 

C
os

ta
 R

ic
a 

0,
21

4 
C

IV
 

0,
30

6 
Ba

ng
la

de
sh

 
0,

72
5 

H
ai

ti
 

0,
00

0 
M

al
aw

i 
0,

29
4 

Eq
ua

to
ri

al
 G

ui
ne

a 
0,

76
9 

14
6 

C
IV

 
0,

19
6 

Le
ba

no
n 

0,
28

2 
K

en
ya

 
0,

72
1 

Ic
el

an
d 

0,
00

0 
PN

G
 

0,
27

5 
Ye

m
en

 
0,

75
5 

14
7 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
16

9 
M

ex
ic

o 
0,

25
4 

M
al

i 
0,

69
9 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
00

0 
Ic

el
an

d 
0,

19
5 

Be
ni

n 
0,

73
2 

14
8 

A
fg

ha
ni

st
an

 
n/

a 
M

au
ri

ti
us

 
0,

22
5 

Be
ni

n 
0,

69
7 

Pa
na

m
a 

0,
00

0 
H

ai
ti

 
0,

12
8 

M
al

aw
i 

0,
73

1 

14
9 

A
nd

or
ra

 
n/

a 
A

fg
ha

ni
st

an
 

n/
a 

PN
G

 
0,

69
0 

A
nd

or
ra

 
n/

a 
A

nd
or

ra
 

n/
a 

N
ig

er
ia

 
0,

73
0 

15
0 

A
TG

 
n/

a 
A

nd
or

ra
 

n/
a 

C
O

D
 

0,
68

8 
A

R
E 

n/
a 

A
R

E 
n/

a 
Bu

rk
in

a 
Fa

so
 

0,
71

8 

15
1 

BI
H

 
n/

a 
A

TG
 

n/
a 

G
am

bi
a 

0,
68

8 
Bh

ut
an

 
n/

a 
Bh

ut
an

 
n/

a 
C

am
er

oo
n 

0,
71

7 

15
2 

Ba
rb

ad
os

 
n/

a 
BI

H
 

n/
a 

R
w

an
da

 
0,

68
8 

C
om

or
os

 
n/

a 
C

om
or

os
 

n/
a 

G
ha

na
 

0,
71

2 
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Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

15
3 

Bh
ut

an
 

n/
a 

Ba
rb

ad
os

 
n/

a 
Bu

rk
in

a 
Fa

so
 

0,
68

7 
C

ub
a 

n/
a 

C
ub

a 
n/

a 
M

ad
ag

as
ca

r 
0,

71
1 

15
4 

C
om

or
os

 
n/

a 
Bh

ut
an

 
n/

a 
N

ig
er

ia
 

0,
68

4 
D

jib
ou

ti
 

n/
a 

D
jib

ou
ti

 
n/

a 
M

al
i 

0,
70

8 

15
5 

D
om

in
ic

a 
n/

a 
C

om
or

os
 

n/
a 

U
zb

ek
is

ta
n 

0,
67

2 
D

om
in

ic
a 

n/
a 

D
om

in
ic

a 
n/

a 
Ta

nz
an

ia
 

0,
69

5 

15
6 

Er
it

re
a 

n/
a 

D
om

in
ic

a 
n/

a 
C

am
er

oo
n 

0,
65

4 
Er

it
re

a 
n/

a 
Er

it
re

a 
n/

a 
K

en
ya

 
0,

69
1 

15
7 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

Er
it

re
a 

n/
a 

G
eo

rg
ia

 
0,

65
4 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

PN
G

 
0,

69
0 

15
8 

G
am

bi
a 

n/
a 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

C
IV

 
0,

63
9 

G
am

bi
a 

n/
a 

G
am

bi
a 

n/
a 

G
am

bi
a 

0,
68

1 

15
9 

G
ui

ne
a-

Bi
ss

au
 

n/
a 

G
am

bi
a 

n/
a 

G
ha

na
 

0,
61

4 
G

ui
ne

a-
Bi

ss
au

 
n/

a 
G

ui
ne

a-
Bi

ss
au

 
n/

a 
Li

be
ri

a 
0,

67
3 

16
0 

G
re

na
da

 
n/

a 
G

ui
ne

a-
Bi

ss
au

 
n/

a 
N

ig
er

 
0,

59
1 

Eq
ua

to
ri

al
 G

ui
ne

a 
n/

a 
Eq

ua
to

ri
al

 G
ui

ne
a 

n/
a 

M
oz

am
bi

qu
e 

0,
65

8 

16
1 

G
uy

an
a 

n/
a 

G
re

na
da

 
n/

a 
A

TG
 

0,
00

0 
G

re
na

da
 

n/
a 

G
re

na
da

 
n/

a 
N

ig
er

 
0,

58
8 

16
2 

C
ro

at
ia

 
n/

a 
G

uy
an

a 
n/

a 
Ba

rb
ad

os
 

0,
00

0 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
n/

a 
K

yr
gy

zs
ta

n 
n/

a 
A

TG
 

0,
00

0 

16
3 

Ir
aq

 
n/

a 
C

ro
at

ia
 

n/
a 

C
ze

ch
 R

ep
. 

0,
00

0 
K

ir
ib

at
i 

n/
a 

K
ir

ib
at

i 
n/

a 
C

os
ta

 R
ic

a 
0,

00
0 

16
4 

Ic
el

an
d 

n/
a 

Ir
aq

 
n/

a 
Er

it
re

a 
0,

00
0 

K
N

A
 

n/
a 

K
N

A
 

n/
a 

H
ai

ti
 

0,
00

0 

16
5 

K
ir

ib
at

i 
n/

a 
Ic

el
an

d 
n/

a 
Ic

el
an

d 
0,

00
0 

La
os

 
n/

a 
La

os
 

n/
a 

Ic
el

an
d 

0,
00

0 

16
6 

K
N

A
 

n/
a 

K
ir

ib
at

i 
n/

a 
Ea

st
 T

im
or

 
0,

00
0 

Li
by

a 
n/

a 
Li

by
a 

n/
a 

M
au

ri
ti

us
 

0,
00

0 

16
7 

K
uw

ai
t 

n/
a 

K
N

A
 

n/
a 

A
nd

or
ra

 
n/

a 
St

. L
uc

ia
 

n/
a 

St
. L

uc
ia

 
n/

a 
Pa

na
m

a 
0,

00
0 

16
8 

Li
be

ri
a 

n/
a 

Li
be

ri
a 

n/
a 

Bh
ut

an
 

n/
a 

Li
ec

ht
en

st
ei

n 
n/

a 
Li

ec
ht

en
st

ei
n 

n/
a 

Se
yc

he
lle

s 
0,

00
0 

16
9 

St
. L

uc
ia

 
n/

a 
St

. L
uc

ia
 

n/
a 

C
om

or
os

 
n/

a 
M

on
ac

o 
n/

a 
M

on
ac

o 
n/

a 
A

nd
or

ra
 

n/
a 

17
0 

Li
ec

ht
en

st
ei

n 
n/

a 
Li

ec
ht

en
st

ei
n 

n/
a 

D
om

in
ic

a 
n/

a 
M

al
di

ve
s 

n/
a 

M
al

di
ve

s 
n/

a 
Bh

ut
an

 
n/

a 

17
1 

Li
th

ua
ni

a 
n/

a 
Li

th
ua

ni
a 

n/
a 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

M
ar

sh
al

l I
sl

an
ds

 
n/

a 
M

ar
sh

al
l I

sl
an

ds
 

n/
a 

C
om

or
os

 
n/

a 

17
2 

La
tv

ia
 

n/
a 

La
tv

ia
 

n/
a 

G
re

na
da

 
n/

a 
N

au
ru

 
n/

a 
N

au
ru

 
n/

a 
D

om
in

ic
a 

n/
a 

17
3 

M
on

ac
o 

n/
a 

M
on

ac
o 

n/
a 

K
ir

ib
at

i 
n/

a 
Pa

la
u 

n/
a 

Pa
la

u 
n/

a 
Er

it
re

a 
n/

a 

17
4 

M
ol

do
va

 
n/

a 
M

ol
do

va
 

n/
a 

K
N

A
 

n/
a 

N
or

th
 K

or
ea

 
n/

a 
N

or
th

 K
or

ea
 

n/
a 

M
ic

ro
ne

si
a 

n/
a 

17
5 

M
al

di
ve

s 
n/

a 
M

al
di

ve
s 

n/
a 

K
uw

ai
t 

n/
a 

Q
at

ar
 

n/
a 

Q
at

ar
 

n/
a 

G
re

na
da

 
n/

a 

17
6 

M
ar

sh
al

l I
sl

an
ds

 
n/

a 
M

ar
sh

al
l I

sl
an

ds
 

n/
a 

St
. L

uc
ia

 
n/

a 
Su

da
n 

n/
a 

Su
da

n 
n/

a 
K

ir
ib

at
i 

n/
a 

17
7 

M
ya

nm
ar

 
n/

a 
M

ya
nm

ar
 

n/
a 

Li
ec

ht
en

st
ei

n 
n/

a 
So

lo
m

on
 Is

la
nd

s 
n/

a 
So

lo
m

on
 Is

la
nd

s 
n/

a 
K

N
A

 
n/

a 

17
8 

M
on

te
ne

gr
o 

n/
a 

M
on

te
ne

gr
o 

n/
a 

M
on

ac
o 

n/
a 

Sa
n 

M
ar

in
o 

n/
a 

Sa
n 

M
ar

in
o 

n/
a 

Li
by

a 
n/

a 

NATIONAL POWER RANKINGS OF COUNTRIES 2020 

 37



Position 
19

92
 

20
18

 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

Ec
on

om
ic

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
G

D
P

 m
il

it
ar

iz
at

io
n

  
in

d
ex

 
D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
 m

il
it

ar
iz

at
io

n
  

in
d

ex
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

C
ou

n
tr

y 
 

17
9 

N
au

ru
 

n/
a 

N
au

ru
 

n/
a 

M
al

di
ve

s 
n/

a 
So

m
al
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States, like all living organisms, go 

through a specific life cycle, in this case - 
the cycle of power. What is the cycle of 
power? It is a process of transformation of 
the state expressed by shaping its power 
in the international system; it has several 
phases - their shortest expression is as fol-
lows: the phase of growth, the phase of 
peak and the phase of decline. A thorough 
study of the cycle of power requires a 
fairly long period (at least 50-60 years), 
but even much shorter periods can pro-
vide valuable information. 

Studies of centuries-long periods show 
that different countries have different 
power cycles and it is difficult to notice 
any regularity here. They can be relatively 
short, but with a large amplitude (e.g. the 
Prussian/German cycle at the turn of the 
19th and 20th centuries or the post-war 

cycle of Japan). However, Russia goes 
through a very long cycle, which reached 
the peak of power at the end of the 18th 
century and has since experienced a slight 
decline. It is highly probable that the So-
viet Union changed this trend, but the So-
viet period is not fully recognized in this 
respect, as its recognition is hindered by 
the non-market nature of the economy 
and the low credibility of its statistics. 

Charts 1-6 present power cycles of the 
top 30 countries in the world, ordered by 
economic power. Although they are 
mainly illustrative, they can be helpful in 
some in-depth research, especially that 
neglected, such as foreign policy of states 
in the power cycle or perception of their 
position in particular stages of the cycle by 
the ruling elites and society.  

 

Chart  1. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order according 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 1-5) 
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Chart  2. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order accord-ing 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 6-10) 

 

 
 

Chart  3. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order accord-ing 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 11-15) 
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Chart  4. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order accord-ing 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 16-20) 

 

 

Chart  5. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order accord-ing 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 21–25) 
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Chart  6. States with the greatest economic power in the years 1961–2018 (in percent of the world’s power; order accord-ing 
to the economic power from 2018; ranks 26–30) 
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Power criteria can be described in two 

main ways - sectorally and synthetically. 
In the first case we are talking about mili-
tary, economic, raw materials -energy, 
cultural, etc. powers. In the second case 

we rely on synthetic measures of power, 
assigning states to appropriate ranges. 

In table 6 we present the classification 
of powers with the use of synthetic power 
measures based on the adopted criteria.  

 

Table 6. Classification of the power status based on synthetic power measures 

Power status Symbol 
Criterion in percentage  

of the world power 
Superpower XP above 18 

World Power WP 12–18 
Great Power GP 7–12 

Regional Power RP 3–7 
Local Power LP 1–3 
Small Power SP 0,1-1 
Micro Power MP below 0,1 

 
Table 7 lists states meeting the crite-

ria of superpower based on the economic 
power, military power and geopolitical 
power in 1992 and 2018 with the share of 

more than 1% of the world’s power. In the 
Report, we disregard states with the status 
of a small power and micro power.  

 

Table 7. Countries according to the power status in the years 1992 and 2018 

Power status 
1992 2018 

EP MP GP EP MP GP 
Superpower - USA USA - USA USA 

World  
Power 

USA - - 
China 
USA 

- - 

Great  
Power 

- Russia - - China China 

Regional  
Power 

China 
Japan 

Germany 
France 

China 

China 
Russia 
Japan 

Germany 

India 
Japan 

India 
Russia 

Saudi Arabia 

India 
Russia 

Local  
Power 

Brazil 
India 

Russia 
UK 

Canada 
Mexico 

Italy 
Australia 

Spain 

India 
Saudi Arabia 

France 
Brazil 
Japan  
UK 

South Korea 
Germany 

Italy 
Canada 

India 
Saudi Arabia 

Brazil 
France 

UK 
South Korea 

Canada 
Italy 

Brazil 
Germany 

Russia 
France 

UK 
Canada 

Indonesia 
Mexico 

Italy 
Australia 

Spain 

France 
Japan 
Brazil 

UK 
South Korea 

Germany 
Iran 

Australia 
Italy 

Canada 
Pakistan 

Saudi Arabia 
Japan 
Brazil 
France 

Germany 
UK 

South Korea 
Australia 
Canada 

Italy 
Iran 

Indonesia 
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Tables 8-10 present the power of 

states in the order of their ranks based on 
the economic power, military power and 
geopolitical power in 2018. The presented 
classification of powers is based on crite-
ria related to the whole world, which thus 
acquire an absolute character. This means 
that in the event of large fragmentation, 
the world may be deprived not only of 

superpowers, but also of world powers or 
even great powers. In such a situation, the 
states in the top ranks would simply be 
the strongest, but they would not meet 
the adopted criteria. For this reason, for 
example, the strongest country in the re-
gion should not be treated as a "regional 
power" if it does not meet the relevant cri-
teria (3-7% of the world’s power).
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Let us remind that the warfare for 

power is a zero-sum game, which means 
that the increase in the power of one state 
is accompanied by a decrease in the power 
of other states. The sum of increases and 
decreases expressed in adopted units 
(here: in mM) equals zero. This remark 
obviously does not apply to percentage in-
creases/decreases. 

Table 11 presents the ranking of states 
divided into two groups. The first group 
consists of the states which gained power 
in the period under discussion; the other 
consists of the states which lost power in 
the same period. 
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Table 11. States with the highest increase and decrease in economic power in 2018 relative to 1992 

INCREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

DECREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

Country mM Percentage 
Change 

of position 
Country mM Percentage 

Change 
of position 

Equatorial Guinea 0.18 962.64 +19 Japan -34.66 -50.54 -2 

Qatar 0.98 400.91 +46 Libya -0.77 -42.58 -27 

China 119.32 318.32 +3 Italy -11.83 -42.57 -7 

Vietnam 3.19 262.85 +24 Ukraine -1.84 -40.94 -16 

Maldives 0.04 234.44 +4 Greece -1.30 -36.10 -22 

Albania 0.18 217.42 +11 Germany -15.02 -35.99 -3 

Laos 0.29 184.00 +21 CAF -0.06 -34.66 -23 

Angola 1.45 168.28 +17 Micronesia 0.00 -33.75 -14 

Tanzania 1.04 156.23 +15 France -10.10 -32.34 -3 

Kuwait 0.68 149.12 +16 Sweden -2.26 -32.34 -11 

Turkmenistan 0.46 141.62 +14 Dominica 0.00 -30.36 -15 

Kenya 1.19 130.41 +12 Portugal -0.94 -28.83 -11 

ARE 1.76 121.68 +13 Belgium -1.29 -26.46 -13 

Uganda 0.46 120.83 +14 Denmark -0.85 -25.83 -10 

Ghana 0.76 120.39 +16 Spain -4.26 -25.39 -3 

Lebanon 0.36 120.30 +11 Austria -1.13 -24.83 -13 

Cambodia 0.33 108.82 +7 Marshall Islands 0.00 -24.29 -14 

Bahrain 0.14 108.52 +7 Argentina -2.39 -23.66 -6 

Mongolia 0.19 102.03 +13 UK -5.90 -23.21 -1 

Bhutan 0.03 100.60 -5 Finland -0.77 -23.03 -10 

Jordan 0.37 98.91 +3 Netherlands -1.50 -21.04 -7 

India 23.93 98.66 +6 Barbados -0.01 -21.02 -19 

Zambia 0.39 97.14 +5 Monaco -0.01 -19.39 -14 

Nigeria 3.84 93.77 +13 Taiwan -1.02 -18.32 -8 

Azerbaijan 0.38 93.54 +5 Switzerland -0.90 -17.84 -10 

Ethiopia 1.24 93.03 +8 Tunisia -0.16 -16.88 -22 

Bangladesh 2.25 87.48 +14 Andorra 0.00 -15.22 -17 

Sri Lanka 0.64 86.43 +5 VCT 0.00 -14.82 -12 

Guyana 0.04 86.43 -6 Gambia -0.01 -14.45 -16 

Panama 0.36 82.78 +5 South Africa -0.79 -11.72 -4 

Nepal 0.35 82.75 -3 Canada -2.26 -10.94 +1 

Suriname 0.04 81.57 -8 Comoros 0.00 -8.99 -13 

Armenia 0.10 80.03 -2 Tonga 0.00 -6.96 -10 

Indonesia 7.55 78.48 +6 St. Lucia 0.00 -6.81 -11 

Guatemala 0.56 77.70 +4 USA -10.09 -6.34 -1 

Romania 1.30 77.11 +7 Belarus -0.07 -6.17 -16 

Oman 0.46 70.81 +6 Lesotho 0.00 -3.76 -15 

Iran 3.28 70.76 +7 Burundi 0.00 -3.64 -12 

Singapore 0.65 69.83 +4 Russia -0.94 -3.51 0 

Nicaragua 0.13 67.88 +3 Norway -0.12 -3.46 -6 
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INCREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

DECREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

Country mM Percentage 
Change 

of position 
Country mM Percentage 

Change 
of position 

Bolivia 0.40 67.65 +4 ATG 0.00 -0.88 -12 

Burkina Faso 0.20 67.15 +3 Brunei 0.00 -0.04 -13 

Mozambique 0.24 65.04 -3         

Costa Rica 0.30 64.81 -7         

Chad 0.18 64.41 +3         

Dominican Rep. 0.43 64.36 +4         

Pakistan 2.60 62.13 +8         

Guinea-Bissau 0.02 61.91 -10         

Benin 0.12 61.90 +1         

Mali 0.24 61.32 -4         

Estonia 0.13 58.73 +1         

COD 0.66 56.95 +1         

Ireland 0.93 55.91 +6         

Philippines 1.93 54.81 +9         

Chile 1.33 52.50 +10         

Saudi Arabia 3.15 51.56 +4         

Czech Rep. 0.80 51.52 +3         

Egypt 1.74 51.45 +9         

Sierra Leone 0.05 51.16 -6         

Kazakhstan 1.04 51.06 +4         

Malaysia 1.50 51.00 +10         

Slovakia 0.37 49.22 -1         

Samoa 0.01 48.24 -7         

Sudan 0.45 48.01 0         

Ecuador 0.56 47.97 -2         

Peru 1.23 47.90 +8         

Paraguay 0.25 44.47 -1         

PNG 0.18 42.48 -13         

Cape Verde 0.01 41.37 -10         

Colombia 1.55 41.06 +5         

Poland 1.76 38.21 +4         

Honduras 0.13 33.76 -10         

Israel 0.65 33.70 +1         

Bulgaria 0.24 33.65 -6         

Rwanda 0.06 31.54 -8         

Vanuatu 0.01 29.35 -9         

Turkey 2.17 28.09 +1         

New Zealand 0.44 27.74 -4         

Niger 0.09 26.90 -11         

Yemen 0.18 26.66 -5         

Botswana 0.08 25.04 -8         
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INCREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

DECREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

Country mM Percentage 
Change 

of position 
Country mM Percentage 

Change 
of position 

North Macedonia 0.04 24.52 -11         

Malta 0.02 24.49 -10         

Brazil 5.23 22.84 +5         

Madagascar 0.09 22.61 -14         

Zimbabwe 0.13 20.93 -10         

Luxembourg 0.06 20.33 -10         

Namibia 0.06 19.84 -9         

Australia 2.43 19.72 0         

Congo 0.05 19.02 -11         

Haiti 0.04 18.99 -9         

South Korea 1.83 18.65 0         

Malawi 0.04 17.72 -10         

CIV 0.16 17.45 -6         

Thailand 1.03 17.36 +1         

Djibouti 0.01 16.59 -12         

Uruguay 0.11 16.59 -9         

El Salvador 0.06 16.21 -14         

Cuba 0.19 15.97 -6         

Tuvalu 0.00 15.90 -14         

Jamaica 0.03 15.84 -14         

Bahamas 0.02 15.45 -9         

Solomon Islands 0.01 15.16 -15         

KNA 0.00 15.08 -9         

Mauritania 0.03 14.82 -13         

Belize 0.01 14.81 -15         

Tajikistan 0.03 14.74 -15         

Mauritius 0.02 14.59 -11         

Kiribati 0.00 13.31 -11         

Uzbekistan 0.14 12.31 -7         

TTO 0.03 11.87 -15         

Algeria 0.35 10.11 -1         

Cameroon 0.08 8.46 -13         

Slovenia 0.04 7.41 -19         

Guinea 0.02 5.75 -15         

Grenada 0.00 5.25 -11         

Seychelles 0.00 5.16 -11         

Cyprus 0.01 4.64 -15         

Iceland 0.01 4.61 -15         

Georgia 0.01 4.30 -19         

Eswatini 0.00 4.09 -14         

Senegal 0.02 3.77 -19         
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INCREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

DECREASE 
(2018 relative to 1992) 

Country mM Percentage 
Change 

of position 
Country mM Percentage 

Change 
of position 

Hungary 0.05 3.08 -10         

Togo 0.01 3.01 -12         

Morocco 0.06 2.84 -8         

Kyrgyzstan 0.01 2.39 -18         

Gabon 0.01 2.35 -18         

Mexico 0.13 0.79 +1         

Fiji 0.00 0.34 -13         

 
The division into regions - due to the 

multitude of criteria - is always an arbitrary 
issue based on more or less justified prem-
ises. In this regard, we have followed the 

practice of the World Bank. Changes in the 
distribution of power between regions in 
the period 1991-2018 are presented in Table 
12 and Chart 7.  

  
Table 12. Economic power of regions in the years 1992 and 2018 

Region 
Economic power of regions 

(in percentage of world power) Increase/Decrease 2018/1992 
(in percentage) 

1992 2018 

Europe & Central Asia 30,25 22,70 -24,96 

East Asia & Pacific 25,32 29,61 +16,94 

North America 18,59 17,34 -6,72 

Latin America & Caribbean 7,07 8,24 +16,55 

Middle East & North Africa 3,47 5,27 +51,87 

South Asia 3,23 6,31 +95,36 

Sub-Saharan Africa 2,87 4,18 +45,64 
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Chart  7. Economic power of regions in the years 1992-2018 (world = 100%) 

 

 
According to data from the World Bank, 

the European Union member states in 2018 
covered the area of 4,238.69 thousand km2 
and their population amounted to 513.21 
million people. We present the data analysis 
for the EU in the growing variant, i.e. in line 
with the stages of its enlargement in the 

period 1961-2018. Until 1973, this variant 
does not include the data for Germany. Data 
for Estonia and Lithuania have been availa-
ble since 1995. The shaping of power rela-
tions between the EU, the US and China is 
shown in Chart 8.
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Chart  8. The economic power of the European Union in the years 1961–2018, the growing variant in line with the stages of its 
enlargement, as well as the USA and China (in %, the world = 100) 

 

 

 
There has been the talk of the twilight 

of the West for years. Do power indicators 
confirm this? 

Let's start with the definition. Accord-
ing to the division adopted by us the West 
includes: the European Union, Norway, 
Switzerland, the United States, Canada as 
well as Australia and New Zealand, and the 
East consists of: Asia (without Russia), Rus-
sia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Serbia and Oceania without New Zealand. 

The division into the West and the East is 
illustrated by map 1. The cycles of economic 
power of the East and the West in 1961-2018 
are presented in Chart 9. It turns out that in 
2011 a very important development took 
place - the West lost its dominance in fa-
vour of the East. From this moment, a slight 
downward trend of the West's economic 
power and a slight upward trend of the 
East's economic power are noticeable. 
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Map 1. The East and the West  
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Chart  9. Economic power of the East and the West in the years 1961-2018 
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3 FORECASTS 

The purpose of the prognostic part of the 
Report is to examine the international dis-
tribution of power in the 2050 perspective. 
We have calculated the power indicators in 
the following way: forecasting GDP and 

population (we have taken area as a con-
stant) into the model adopted in the work. 
The distribution of power will be imaged by 
indicators of economic power. The forecast 
has been developed in four variants.  

 

Variant I – Forecast of economic power  
based on the PwC (2017) report 

1.  GDP of the states included in the forecast for years 2016, 2030, 2050 (USD, constant prices 
from 2016) according to the report "The Long View. How will the global economic order 
change by 2050?", PwC, February 2017. PwC refers to International Monetary Fund's World 
Economic Outlook (October 2016) as output for further forecasts after 2016. In order to cal-
culate the economic power we used PwC forecasts according to GDP at MER - GDP at mar-
ket exchange rates in US dollar terms. 

2.  The PwC report indicates that the forecast sum of the GDP of the 31 countries constitutes 
85% of the global product of the world (as the sum of GDP of all states in the world). On 
this basis, we have calculated the value of the global world product. 

3.  The existing area of the countries and the world indicated in the PwC Report was assumed 
to be constant in the periods discussed (2025, 2030, 2040, 2050). We have used for calcula-
tions the data for 2016 according to the World Bank. 

4.  PwC assumed the average annual GDP growth for the world between 2016 and 2050 as 2.6%. 
 

The results of the forecast calculated in this way are presented in Table 13 and Charts 10-11. 
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The forecast of the international distri-
bution of power in the perspective of 2050 
based on the PwC data shows China's rapid 
rise to the first place in the world (from 
2020). The United States fall to the second 
place and maintain it until year 2045, after 
which they are replaced by India. The re-
sults for China after 2030 seem to be clearly 
overstated (over 200 mM of economic 
power). Japan is the big loser - its power and 
position significantly deteriorate. From 
2030, it ceases to be a regional power, mov-
ing to a group of local powers. Germany and 
Great Britain are experiencing a significant 
drop and France is even more affected. 

Russia will hold the 7th position until 2035, 
after which it will take the sixth place. Indo-
nesia is the big winner - its power and posi-
tion are growing. In 2050, it is to be a re-
gional power, stronger than Russia. Poland 
falls by 7 positions throughout the entire 
period (from 24 to 31). 

According to the forecast, in 2050 there 
will be a three-pole system (China, India, 
United States) with a clear predominance of 
China (which alone will meet the super-
power criteria). The fourth country (Brazil) 
will be more than three times less powerful 
than the United States (third place). 

 
Chart  10. International distribution of power on the basis of economic power (in mM) in 2050 – variant I (first five states according 
to the order for 2050) 
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Chart  11. International distribution of power on the basis of economic power (in mM) in the 2050 perspective – variant I (according 
to the order for 2050) 
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Variant II – Forecast of the economic power  
based on the CEPII (2012) report 

1. GDP forecast for years 2025, 2050 (USD, constant prices from 2005) for the world and se-
lected states - CEPII (Center de Recherche Français dans le Domaine de L’conomie Interna-
tionale) Research and Expertise on the World Economy: "The Great Shift: Macroeconomic 
projections for the world economy at the 2050 horizon" CEPII Working Paper 2012 - 03, 
February 2012. 

2. The population was assumed as in variant I. 
3. The existing area was assumed as in variant I.  
 

The results of the forecast calculated in this way are included in Table 14 and Chart 12. 
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In Variant II, the United States also lose 
their lead to China, but only after 2025, 
with India in the third place in 2050, and 
not in the second place as in Variant I. 
Russia climbs to the fourth position, 
ahead of Japan, which falls to the position 
of a local power. Germany and France are 
falling hard; Great Britain maintains the 
same 9th position throughout the period. 
Compared to variant I, the situation of In-
donesia is completely different - its power 
is growing slightly, which gives the rise by 
only one position. Brazil remains in the 

sixth place (in variant I it advanced from 
5th to 4th). Poland's position is falling 
(from 21 to 26), with a slight decline in 
power. The magnitude of the forecasted 
power seems more realistic than in vari-
ant I. 

According to the forecast, until 2050 a 
bipolar system (China, USA) will be 
shaped, with a strong position of China, 
but a slight increase in India's power 
would transform it into a three-pole sys-
tem. No of the states will meet the criteria 
for a superpower.

 

Chart  12. International distribution of power based on the economic power (in mM) in the 2050 perspective – variant II (ac-
cording to the order for 2050) 
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Variant III - Forecast of the economic power  
based on the HSBC (2012) report 

1. GDP forecast for 2050 by HSBC (USD, constant prices from 2000); "The world in 2050: 
From the Top 30 to the Top 100", HSBC Global Research, Global Economics, January 2012 
- The economic league table in 2050 (Source: World Bank, UN population projections 
and HSBC estimates). HSBC forecasts GDP for the 100 largest economies in 2050. We 
assumed that they constitute 90% of the global product of the world - 100% was calcu-
lated proportionally. 

2. The population was assumed as in variant I.  
3. The existing area was assumed as in variant I.  
 

The results for the forecast calculated in this way are included in Table 15 and chart 
13. 

Table 15. International distribution of power in the 2050 perspective based on the economic power 

P
os

it
io

n
 2010 2050 Change 

of position 2010 relative 
to 2050 Country 

Economic 
Power [mM] 

Country 
Economic 

Power [mM] 

WORLD 1000 WORLD 1000 

1 USA 158,720 China 162,964 China +1 
2 China 100,069 USA 114,747 USA-1 
3 Japan 53,208 India 72,959 India +1 
4 India 37,537 Brazil 27,249 Brazil +1 
5 Brazil 27,281 Japan 27,067 Japan -2 
6 Germany 26,804 Mexico 20,694 Mexico +4 
7 France 21,636 Russia 19,116 Russia +5 
8 UK 21,595 Germany 17,375 Germany -2 
9 Canada 18,550 UK 16,299 UK -1 
10 Mexico 17,189 Canada 16,253 Canada -1 
11 Italy 16,620 Indonesia 15,884 Indonesia +5 
12 Russia 16,226 France 14,819 France -5 
13 Spain 12,367 Turkey 13,992 Turkey +5 
14 Australia 12,199 Philippines 11,836 Philippines +17 
15 South Korea 12,049 Italy 11,396 Italy -4 
16 Indonesia 10,972 Australia 11,211 Australia -2 
17 Argentina 10,416 Argentina 11,171 Argentina 0 
18 Turkey 9,566 Egypt 10,643 Egypt +5 
19 Saudi Arabia 6,699 Spain 10,634 Spain -6 
20 Iran 5,946 South Korea 9,458 South Korea -5 
21 South Africa 5,826 Saudi Arabia 8,752 Saudi Arabia -2 
22 Poland 5,698 Pakistan 8,497 Pakistan +4 
23 Egypt 5,696 Nigeria 7,647 Nigeria 7 
24 Thailand 5,605 Iran 7,503 Iran -4 
25 Netherlands 5,499 Malaysia 7,077 Malaysia +7 
26 Pakistan 5,127 Thailand 6,681 Thailand -2 
27 Sweden 4,860 Bangladesh 6,438 Bangladesh +8 
28 Colombia 4,713 Colombia 6,362 Colombia 0 
29 Venezuela 4,463 Peru 6,131 Peru +10 
30 Nigeria 4,083 Algeria 5,709 Algeria +7 
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P
os

it
io

n
 2010 2050 Change 

of position 2010 relative 
to 2050 Country 

Economic 
Power [mM] 

Country 
Economic 

Power [mM] 

WORLD 1000 WORLD 1000 

31 Philippines 4,068 South Africa 5,421 South Africa -10 
32 Malaysia 3,770 Poland 5,218 Poland -10 
33 Switzerland 3,594 Venezuela 4,927 Venezuela -4 
34 Belgium 3,494 Vietnam 4,768 Vietnam +8 
35 Bangladesh 3,309 Chile 4,353 Chile +6 
36 Austria 3,282 Tanzania 4,165 Tanzania +29 
37 Algeria 3,223 Ukraine 4,015 Ukraine +11 
38 Norway 3,209 Netherlands 3,686 Netherlands -13 
39 Peru 3,101 Ethiopia 3,530 Ethiopia +12 
40 Greece 2,976 Sweden 3,263 Sweden -13 
41 Chile 2,874 Kazakhstan 3,148 Kazakhstan +13 
42 Vietnam 2,677 Uzbekistan 3,058 Uzbekistan +21 
43 Finland 2,626 Switzerland 3,024 Switzerland -10 
44 Portugal 2,373 Morocco 2,932 Morocco +3 
45 Denmark 2,362 Romania 2,650 Romania +8 
46 Israel 2,303 Austria 2,593 Austria -10 
47 Morocco 2,196 Kenya 2,518 Kenya +20 
48 ARE 2,169 Greece 2,433 Greece -8 
49 Ireland 2,161 Belgium 2,381 Belgium -15 
50 Ukraine 2,076 Norway 2,232 Norway -12 
51 Romania 1,815 Angola 2,219 Angola +11 
52 Kazakhstan 1,753 ARE 2,209 ARE -4 
53 Czech Rep. 1,701 Israel 2,047 Israel -7 
54 Libya 1,641 Czech Rep. 2,011 Czech Rep. +1 
55 Ecuador 1,532 Portugal 1,988 Portugal -11 
56 Singapore 1,442 Syria 1,913 Syria +9 
57 Hungary 1,437 Iraq 1,910 Iraq +7 
58 New Zealand 1,436 Ireland 1,910 Ireland -9 
59 Ethiopia 1,354 Uganda 1,807 Uganda +22 
60 Angola 1,263 Finland 1,793 Finland -17 
61 Cuba 1,250 Hungary 1,788 Hungary -3 
62 Uzbekistan 1,229 Bolivia 1,697 Bolivia +18 
63 Iraq 1,188 Libya 1,641 Libya -13 
64 Syria 1,128 Guatemala 1,533 Guatemala +8 
65 Tanzania 1,111 Ecuador 1,532 Ecuador -13 
66 Kenya 1,107 Sri Lanka 1,495 Sri Lanka +7 
67 Azerbaijan 1,023 New Zealand 1,494 New Zealand -8 
68 Dominican Rep. 0,997 Dominican Rep. 1,486 Dominican Rep. 0 
69 Tunisia 0,986 Ghana 1,445 Ghana +17 
70 Slovakia 0,979 Denmark 1,443 Denmark -25 
71 Kuwait 0,959 Tunisia 1,417 Tunisia -2 
72 Guatemala 0,942 Kuwait 1,341 Kuwait -1 
73 Sri Lanka 0,931 Cameroon 1,326 Cameroon +4 
74 Belarus 0,896 Singapore 1,304 Singapore -17 
75 Oman 0,817 Cuba 1,250 Cuba -19 
76 Cameroon 0,795 Oman 1,151 Oman -1 
77 Uruguay 0,792 Belarus 1,092 Belarus -3 
78 Qatar 0,750 Paraguay 1,046 Paraguay +15 
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P
os

it
io

n
 2010 2050 Change 

of position 2010 relative 
to 2050 Country 

Economic 
Power [mM] 

Country 
Economic 

Power [mM] 

WORLD 1000 WORLD 1000 

79 Yemen 0,749 Azerbaijan 1,023 Azerbaijan -18 
80 Uganda 0,740 Jordan 1,020 Jordan +8 
81 Croatia 0,709 Slovakia 0,935 Slovakia -11 
82 Bolivia 0,672 Yemen 0,924 Yemen -2 
83 Bulgaria 0,663 Costa Rica 0,879 Costa Rica +2 
84 Turkmenistan 0,624 Honduras 0,845 Honduras +10 
85 Costa Rica 0,621 Panama 0,843 Panama +2 
86 Lebanon 0,574 Lebanon 0,825 Lebanon 0 
87 Panama 0,563 Uruguay 0,756 Uruguay -9 
88 Jordan 0,540 El Salvador 0,728 El Salvador +4 
89 Ghana 0,531 Croatia 0,718 Croatia -7 
90 Slovenia 0,512 Serbia 0,708 Serbia +5 
91 Lithuania 0,482 Bulgaria 0,655 Bulgaria -7 
92 El Salvador 0,473 Turkmenistan 0,624 Turkenistan -16 
93 Paraguay 0,452 Qatar 0,616 Qatar -14 
94 Honduras 0,438 Lithuania 0,459 Lithuania -3 
95 Serbia 0,415 BIH 0,457 BIH +3 
96 Latvia 0,333 Slovenia 0,416 Slovenia -6 
97 Luxembourg 0,302 Latvia 0,387 Latvia -1 
98 BIH 0,301 Luxembourg 0,280 Luxembourg -1 
99 Cyprus 0,248 Cyprus 0,277 Cyprus – 0 
100 Bahrain 0,205 Bahrain 0,273 Bahrain – 0 

 

In variant III, in 2050 the first three 
places coincide with those from variant II. 
Germany and France experience the big-
gest fall in position as well as, to a much 
lesser extent, Great Britain. Russia will ad-
vance from the 12th place in 2010 to the 
7th place in 2050. Poland is falling by as 
much as 10 positions (from 22 to 32) with 
a small drop in power. Japan from the 3rd 
place in 2010 falls to the 5th place to the 

group of local powers. Brazil will advance 
by one place while maintaining the same 
amount of power. Indonesia shifts from 16 
to 11, getting half the power from variant 
I. 

According to the forecast, a bipolar sys-
tem is to be shaped in 2050, but a slight 
increase in India's power would transform 
it into a three-polar system. No state will 
meet the criteria for a superpower. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



NATIONAL POWER RANKINGS OF COUNTRIES 2020 

 72 

Chart  13. International distribution of power based on the economic power (in mM) in the 2050 perspective – variant III (according 
to the order for 2050) 

 

 

Variant IV - Forecast of the economic power  
based on the HSBC (2018) report 

 
1. GDP forecast in 2030 by HSBC: "The World in 2030. Our long-term projects for 75 countries", 

Economics Global, September 2018. HSBC forecasts GDP for 75 developed, emerging and pe-
ripheral economies (developed, emerging and frontier economies) in 2030. 

2. The authors of the HSBC report adopted the following assumption: the average annual growth 
of global GDP between 2018 and 2030 for the world will be below 3%, which means that global 
GDP in 2030 will be by about 40% higher than in 2017. 

3. Data for the world for 2018 was adopted according to World Bank data. 
4. The population of the world in 2030 was assumed according to the forecast of the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF), (data as at: 03/03/2020). 
5. The existing area of countries’ area and the world was adopted as in variant I. 

 
The results for the forecast calculated in this way are presented in Table 16. 
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Table 16. International distribution of power in the 2030 perspective based on the economic power 

 2018 2030 
Change of position  

2018 relative to 2030 Country 
Economic 

Power [mM] 
Państwo 

Economic 
Power [mM] 

1 China 160.861 China 186.988 China 0 
2 USA 148.488 USA 133.893 USA 0 
3 India 48.992 India 63.083 India 0 
4 Japan 34.928 Brazil 30.698 Brazil +1 
5 Brazil 30.364 Japan 28.062 Japan -1 
6 Germany 27.520 Germany 23.611 Germany 0 
7 Russia 26.206 Russia 22.535 Russia 0 
8 France 21.582 Indonesia 20.112 Indonesia +3 
9 UK 19.835 France 18.627 France -1 
10 Canada 18.996 Mexico 18.372 Mexico +3 
11 Indonesia 17.743 UK 17.575 UK -2 
12 Italy 16.501 Canada 16.094 Canada -2 
13 Mexico 16.212 Australia 14.101 Australia +1 
14 Australia 15.185 Italy 13.508 Italy -2 
15 Spain 12.913 Spain 11.250 Spain 0 
16 South Korea 11.978 South Korea 10.969 South Korea 0 
17 Turkey 10.975 Turkey 10.440 Turkey 0 
18 Saudi Arabia 8.588 Argentina 8.793 Argentina +1 
19 Argentina 8.483 Saudi Arabia 8.681 Saudi Arabia -1 
20 Nigeria 7.960 Pakistan 8.403 Pakistan +2 
21 Thailand 6.897 Nigeria 7.598 Nigeria -1 
22 Pakistan 6.515 Bangladesh 7.041 Bangladesh +4 
23 Poland 6.454 Thailand 6.674 Thailand -2 
24 South Africa 6.292 Poland 6.465 Poland -1 
25 Netherlands 5.555 Philippines 6.433 Philippines +2 
26 Bangladesh 5.152 South Africa 5.807 South Africa -2 
27 Philippines 5.119 Egypt 5.603 Egypt +4 
28 Colombia 5.002 Vietnam 5.526 Vietnam +6 
29 Sweden 4.980 Colombia 5.494 Colombia -1 
30 Malaysia 4.807 Malaysia 4.977 Malaysia 0 
31 Egypt 4.415 Netherlands 4.923 Netherlands -6 
32 Switzerland 4.123 Peru 4.429 Peru +5 
33 Belgium 3.867 Sweden 4.321 Sweden -4 
34 Vietnam 3.863 Ethiopia 3.711 Ethiopia +8 
35 Chile 3.854 Chile 3.652 Chile 0 
36 Austria 3.614 Switzerland 3.541 Switzerland -4 
37 Peru 3.563 Kazakhstan 3.529 Kazakhstan +2 
38 Taiwan 3.539 Belgium 3.336 Belgium -5 
39 Kazakhstan 3.413 ARE 3.232 ARE +2 
40 Norway 3.305 Taiwan 3.178 Taiwan -2 
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 2018 2030 
Change of position  

2018 relative to 2030 Country 
Economic 

Power [mM] 
Państwo 

Economic 
Power [mM] 

41 ARE 3.126 Norway 3.015 Norway -1 
42 Ethiopia 2.859 Kenya 2.947 Kenya +7 
43 Finland 2.696 Austria 2.824 Austria -7 
44 Ireland 2.686 Ukraine 2.657 Ukraine +6 
45 Israel 2.680 Romania 2.629 Romania +3 
46 Czech Rep. 2.678 Morocco 2.583 Morocco +7 
47 Denmark 2.652 Czech Rep. 2.508 Czech Rep. -1 
48 Romania 2.646 Israel 2.485 Israel -3 
49 Kenya 2.287 Ireland 2.453 Ireland -5 
50 Ukraine 2.219 Greece 2.161 Greece 1 
51 Greece 2.196 Finland 2.094 Finland -8 
52 Portugal 2.081 Portugal 2.082 Portugal 0 
53 Morocco 2.068 Denmark 2.068 Denmark -6 
54 Hungary 2.052 New Zealand 2.028 New Zealand +1 
55 New Zealand 1.970 Sri Lanka 1.823 Sri Lanka +3 
56 Hong Kong 1.870 Hong Kong 1.704 Hong Kong 0 
57 Ghana 1.838 Hungary 1.575 Hungary -3 
58 Sri Lanka 1.483 Singapore 1.548 Singapore +1 
59 Singapore 1.409 CIV 1.519 CIV +3 
60 Oman 1.282 Ghana 1.502 Ghana -3 
61 Qatar 1.243 Kuwait 1.139 Kuwait +5 
62 CIV 1.140 Tunisia 1.138 Tunisia +5 
63 Croatia 1.033 Oman 1.039 Oman -3 
64 Lithuania 0.965 Jordan 1.030 Jordan +6 
65 Lebanon 0.931 Qatar 1.007 Qatar -4 
66 Kuwait 0.912 Serbia 0.972 Serbia +3 
67 Tunisia 0.798 Croatia 0.786 Croatia -4 
68 Slovenia 0.795 Lebanon 0.723 Lebanon -3 
69 Serbia 0.792 Lithuania 0.723 Lithuania -5 
70 Jordan 0.750 Slovenia 0.613 Slovenia -2 
71 Senegal 0.550 Senegal 0.595 Senegal 0 
72 Burkina Faso 0.490 Burkina Faso 0.500 Burkina Faso 0 
73 Estonia 0.362 Bahrain 0.428 Bahrain +1 
74 Bahrain 0.279 Estonia 0.331 Estonia -1 

 
According to the forecast, until 2030 

a bipolar system will be shaped with a 
strong position of China, but a slight in-
crease in the power of India would cause 
its transformation into a tri-polar system. 
China becomes a superpower. Japan falls 
into the category of local powers, while 

Brazil falls into the group of regional pow-
ers (at the lower level of the scale). 
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4 CONCLUSION 

The calculations’ results were based 
on the model developed by prof. Mirosław 
Sułek. The model is easy to understand 
and use. It allows for the calculation of 
three types of state power: economic 
power, military power and geopolitical 
power as a resultant of the previous two. 
Economic power consists of the following 
factors: economic - gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP), demographic - population and 
geographical - area. Military power con-
sists of the following factors: economic-
military (military expenditure), demo-
graphic-military (number of active duty 

soldiers) and geographical (area). Geopo-
litical power is calculated as the arithme-
tic average of economic power and dou-
bled military power. 

The applied model allows also for the 
calculation of derivative quantities (mili-
tarization); describing countries in terms 
of their power status; constructing power 
cycles and indication of winners and los-
ers in the race for power. The numerical 
form of power indicators gives broad fore-
casting possibilities. 

 

 

Assuming economic power as a crite-
rion, in 1992 a clear unipolar system was 
established, with the United States as the 
pole. Japan came second, followed by Ger-
many, China, France, Italy, Russia, Great 
Britain and India. In 2018, the distribution 
of power changed significantly - a bipolar 
system was created between China and 
the United States, with China taking the 
first place for the second time in a row. 
Further places were taken by: India, Ja-
pan, Brazil, Germany, Russia, France, 
Great Britain and Canada. 

Taking military power as a criterion, 
in 1992 a decidedly unipolar system was 
formed, with the United States at the fore-
front. Russia in the second place was al-
most three times weaker. Other places 
were taken by: China, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, India, Japan, Saudi Arabia 
and Italy. In 2018, the system remained 
unipolar with the United States in the 
lead, which had more than double of 
China’s power. The other places were 

taken by: India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
France, Brazil, Japan, Great Britain and 
South Korea. 

Assuming geopolitical power as a cri-
terion, in 1992 the system was unipolar, 
lead by the United States, which main-
tained a three-fold advantage over Russia. 
Further places were granted to: China, Ja-
pan, Germany, France, Great Britain, In-
dia, Italy and Canada. In 2018, the bipolar 
system created by the United States and 
China was maintained. It is a "weak" or 
"unbalanced" bipolar system, because the 
advantage of the United States is almost 
double. 

It should be remembered that the 
most reliable comparisons of changes in 
the international distribution of power 
over long periods should be based on eco-
nomic power. In short term – in ongoing 
policy-making, military power comes to 
the fore and hence geopolitical power. 

 
We calculate the militarization of 

power in three forms as: economic milita-
rization, which is the share of military 
power in economic power, GDP 



NATIONAL POWER RANKINGS OF COUNTRIES 2020 

 76 

militarization, which is the share of mili-
tary expenditure in GDP, and demo-
graphic militarization, which is the share 
of the number of active service soldiers in 
the whole population (with appropriate 
exponents - according to with model). 

In 1992, the most militarized states in 
economic terms were: Laos, Vietnam, 
Mongolia, Jordan, Oman, Bulgaria, Arme-
nia, Turkmenistan, ARE and Russia. The 
arrangement of countries was slightly dif-
ferent according to the GDP militariza-
tion. Here in the first places were: Kuwait, 
Mongolia, Vietnam, Turkmenistan, Bul-
garia, Oman, Mozambique, Armenia and 
Jordan. Yet another ranking is based on 
the criterion of demographic militariza-
tion. The highest ranks were taken by: Is-
rael, Syria, ARE, Jordan, Croatia, Iraq, Tai-
wan, Russia, Libya and Oman. 

In 2018, the order of countries accord-
ing to the above criterion changed signif-
icantly. The most militarized countries in 
economic terms included: Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Afghanistan, Israel, Armenia, Iraq, 
Jordan, Iran, Algeria, and Lebanon. The 
order of countries according to the GDP 
militarization was as follows: Oman, Af-
ghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Algeria, Is-
rael, Kuwait, Iran, Mali and Armenia. The 
countries most demographically milita-
rized in 2018 were: North Korea, Israel, 
South Sudan, Brunei, Armenia, Greece, 
Singapore, Cyprus, South Korea and Sri 
Lanka. 

 
In terms of economic power, in the 

years 1992-2018 the United States main-
tained the status of a world power, with 
the exception of 2001-2002, when they 
were a superpower. China began as a re-
gional power (in the years 1992–2003), 
then achieved the status of a great power 
(in the years 2004–2011) and subsequently 
in the years 2012–2018 reached the status 
of a global power (on a par with the USA). 
India was also promoted - in 1992-2002 it 

was a local power, and in the following 
years - a regional power. Japan, being a re-
gional power and a great power, has re-
mained at the regional power level since 
1996. Russia remained a local power for 
most of the time, with breaks in 2008 and 
2011-2014, when it was a regional power. 
Germany fell from the level of the regional 
power in years 1992-2004 to the local 
power in years 2010-2018. France and 
Great Britain remained local powers. 

In terms of military power, the United 
States maintained the position of the only 
superpower, while China was a regional 
power twice (in 1992-2000 and in 2005-
2010) and twice a great power (in 2001-
2004). Until 2008, India was at the level of 
a local power, and then - a regional power. 
Russia went through four levels - in 1992 
and in years 1994-2000 it was a great 
power, in 1993 - a world power, in 2005 - a 
local power, while since 2006 it has re-
mained a regional power. 

 
We consider the biggest winners and 

the biggest losers only in terms of eco-
nomic power. It is the most objective 
measure, because in the short term it does 
not depend on the decisions of politicians, 
in contrast to military power and indi-
rectly - geopolitical power. We can see a 
very interesting picture here, partly sur-
prising. In the analysed period 1992-2018 
we had a lot of spectacular winners and 
several spectacular losers. States have 
been ranked according to percentage in-
creases/decreases in power. 

As the warfare for power is a zero-sum 
game, if someone wins, someone has to 
lose. The group of the biggest winners 
among the states in terms of economic 
power includes, among others, China, Vi-
etnam, India, Nigeria, and Indonesia. 
Saudi Arabia, as well as most European 
post-communist countries, including 
Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland. 
Winners include also some highly 
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developed countries, such as Israel and 
South Korea. 

The biggest losers in terms of eco-
nomic power include: Japan, Italy, Greece, 
Germany, France, Sweden and other 
Western European countries, as well as 
South Africa. The United States and Rus-
sia also belong to this group, but the de-
crease in their power was small. 

It is easy to notice that in terms of 
power, the biggest winners are the mod-
erately developed and underdeveloped 
states which have joined the globalization 
processes. Thanks to these processes the 
level of development is levelling, which 
means that population is becoming an in-
creasingly accurate measure of the power 
of states. If the level of development were 
uniform throughout the world, the popu-
lation would be a satisfactory measure of 
power. The biggest losers here - with few 
exceptions - are Western countries. 

In the regional system, the winners 
include: South Asia (most of the region), 
Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, East Asia and the Pacific, 
South America and the Caribbean. The 
losers are: Europe and Central Asia as well 
as North America (to a small extent). 

A "common wisdom" asserts that, as a 
result of globalization, the division into 
the poor and the rich is deepening. In the 
light of the research, this thesis turns out 
to be false. The presented changes in the 
international distribution of power lead to 
the conclusion that the international sys-
tem existing in the last 27 years has con-
tributed to the decisive improvement of 
the position of underdeveloped states, 
mainly in Africa and Asia. 

This conclusion should not be a sur-
prise. Globalization implies a far-reaching 
expansion of the scope of cooperation be-
tween nations, and cooperation (free 
movement) triggers equality tendencies 
(on the same principle, the level of water, 
temperature, pressure, etc. equalizes). 

 

In the historically short period of 
time, in the years 1992-2018, there were 
significant shifts in the regional distribu-
tion of power. Power gains were noted by: 
South Asia (to the greatest extent); Mid-
dle East and North Africa as well as Sub-
Saharan Africa. The winners also include 
East Asia and the Pacific (its growth was 
weakened by the outflow of power from 
Japan) as well as South America and the 
Caribbean. Europe and Central Asia as 
well as - to a lesser extent - North America 
suffered the most. 

 

 
In the period under consideration, i.e. 

in the years 1992-2018, the gap between 
the economic power of the West and the 
East was rapidly narrowing. In 2011, this 
gap closed. Two trends have led to this - a 
systematic decline in Western power and 
a rapid increase (especially since the be-
ginning of the new century) of Eastern 
power. After 2011, the rate of decline of the 
West’s power slowed down; the pace of 
East’s power growth also deteriorated. 
This means that the East and the West re-
main in strategic balance and this condi-
tion may persist for quite a long time. 

 
 

 
Four variants of forecasts were pre-

pared in the paper - three in the 2050 per-
spective and one in the 2030 perspective. 

In the 2050 perspective, according to 
the three variants of the forecasts of eco-
nomic power, big changes are to come in 
the international distribution of power - 
all of them envisage a significant strength-
ening of China and India and a significant 
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decline of the United States and Japan. 
Variants II and III gave very similar re-
sults, with one important exception. It 
concerns Russia - its power in Variant II is 
up to 70% higher than in Variant III. A 
characteristic feature of Variant I is, in 
turn, that China clearly exceeds the crite-
ria of a superpower, which seems very un-
likely. Variant I presents the perspective 
of a three-polar system, while variants II 
and III – of a bipolar system, in all three 
cases with a clear predominance of China. 

In the 2030 perspective (Variant IV), a 
clearly bipolar system will be formed - In-
dia will be over two times weaker than 
second in the ranking the US which will 
maintain its power at slightly lower level 
than currently. 

The largest discrepancies in the as-
sessment of the power of states relate to 
India and Russia, the latter one - in vari-
ants I and II - returns to the group of re-
gional powers. 
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5 LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

 
n/a  – no available 
ARE – United Arab Emirates 
ATG - Antigua and Barbuda 
BIH - Bosnia and Herzegovina 
CAF – Central African Republic 
CIV – Côte d’Ivoire 
COD – Democratic Republic of the Congo 
KNA – Saint Kitts and Nevis 
PNG - Papua New Guinea 
STP  – Sao Tome and Principe 
TTO – Trinidad and Tobago 
VCT  – Saint Vincent and the Grenadines  
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